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Frequently Asked Questions – Take Charge

Who is eligible to apply for this program?
The program is currently open to for-profit fleets that are purchasing and installing electric vehicle charging infrastructure in New Jersey plus supporting onsite renewable energy generation and/or battery energy storage systems to power the chargers. Charging-as-a-service providers may apply provided they can submit an agreement or letter of intent with a partner fleet that otherwise meets the eligible requirements. 

Applicants must meet additional eligibility requirements outlined on our website. Institutional and non-profit entities are not currently eligible for this program. To explore other state programs that may be suitable for institutional and non-profit entities, public charging programs, and residential chargers, please see the links below:

Electric Vehicles | New Jersey's Clean Energy Program | NJ OCE Web Site
NJDEP| Drive Green NJ | It Pays to Plug In
NJDEP| Drive Green NJ | CPRG Clean Corridor Coalition
Truck Information | Port Authority of New York and New Jersey
Is stacking with other incentives allowed under this program?
Stacking with other State (DEP, BPU, DOT, etc.) or Federal incentives is not permitted.  However, applicants receiving incentives from their utility company may apply for Take Charge, provided the total grant amount received from both the NJEDA and utility does not exceed 90% of the project’s eligible cost. In the case that the combined incentives exceed the 90% threshold, the Take Charge grant amount may be reduced accordingly so the combined awards are below the 90% threshold. 
Are there any requirements for the types of chargers eligible for this program?
The program does not allow Level 1 chargers. There are no other restrictions or requirements on number of ports or minimum charger capacity.  However, please note that the chargers must be compatible with a compliant network service provider. Awardees must use a listed service provider to allow charger usage reporting to the State during the program’s three-year compliance term. 

Please see the list of providers here: Info for Network Service Providers | Charge Up New Jersey.	
What types of vehicles do I need to have in order to be eligible for this program?
Applicants must have at least two commercially registered vehicles to be eligible for the program. Eligible vehicle types include light-duty, medium and heavy duty, off-road, and marine vessels. These do not have to be electric vehicles as the program is open to fleets that intend to decarbonize their vehicles after procuring their charging infrastructure. The fleet decarbonization plan that is required for application submission includes additional questions regarding the applicant’s plan to procure EV’s. This template can be found under the “Application Materials” dropdown on the website sidebar.  
Can public chargers be eligible for this program?
The program intends to support private fleet charging. While applicants are not explicitly prohibited from also making their chargers available to the public/others, the applicant must be a private commercial fleet with at least two of their own commercially registered vehicles. If the applicant is a charging-as-a-service provider, then it must partner with a fleet that otherwise meets all program requirements.
Do the renewable generation/storage assets need to be grid connected?
While the renewable generation/storage infrastructure supported by the program is not required to be connected to the grid (i.e. can be exclusively behind the meter systems), they must be connected to chargers and be permanently installed on the project site. Additionally, the program does not fund combustion-based charging systems or generators. 

We also want to note that due to the compliance requirement for enrolling in VPPs or managed charging, chargers must be grid connected. 
If there is existing solar or storage on site, does that existing installation meet the project scope eligibility requirements for the program?
If there is existing solar/storage capacity on the site, additional capacity must be added to meet eligibility requirements. Projects that are replacing retired solar panels are also acceptable. There is no minimum capacity requirement for on-site renewable energy generation/storage.
What materials do I need to apply?
In addition to other materials listed on our website, the applicant organization will need a valid Business Incentive Tax Clearance. Please see instructions at this link: Securing-Your-Tax-Clearance-Certificate-Directions-Client.pdf.
The applicant must also submit confirmation that charger installation feasibility has been reviewed with their electric utility provider. Applicants should be aware of potential costs for providing sufficient electrical capacity to support the chargers. For more details, refer to the Utility Review Process document under "Application Materials" in the sidebar of the program website.
Also included in the “Application Materials” dropdown are templates for a fleet decarbonization plan, project budget, and timeline. Please review these carefully and fill them out as you will be required to submit them as part of your application. 
How can I ensure compliance with labor requirements?
All construction work must be conducted by New Jersey Department of Labor and Workforce Development (DOL) Public Works registered contractors in accordance with NJ prevailing wage and affirmative action requirements. To better understand these requirements, please see the following link: Labor Standards Compliance - NJEDA.
Can I retain a general contractor and be reimbursed for expenses related to the contractor?
Yes, however if you retain a general contractor who is not directly performing construction labor, they must still be registered with the DOL. There is an option under DOL registration to indicate the registering entity does not have an apprenticeship program and will not have any trade workers on the project.	
Can construction costs for projects that are already underway be included in the eligible costs?
No, all construction must commence only after the Take Charge grant agreement has been signed. All funding is provided on a reimbursement basis for actual expenses incurred. This will be verified via receipts and invoices that indicate exactly which work was completed, or materials were purchased and what date. 
I am interested in providing products/services to applicants and awardees. How can I participate in the program?
Please take a moment to fill out the interested vendor form for the Take Charge Program: Take Charge Interested Vendor Form - NJEDA

Once this is filled out, we will verify the information and add you to the Interested Vendors list posted to our website. This list can be found on the website sidebar. 
Please see the following link for instructions on how to apply to be added to the list: Compliant Network Service Providers | Charge Up New Jersey
Can the grant amount be adjusted following approval?
The grant amount cannot be adjusted following approval. Please ensure that the budget template is filled out carefully to avoid any issues post-approval. In order to proceed with signing the grant agreement following approval, awardees must also provide proof of funding or financing for total estimated project costs plus an additional 15% contingency to allow for potential cost overruns that may arise during construction. Proof of funding can include bank account statements, financing agreement, or similar indication of available working capital for the project costs.
What VPP/managed charging programs satisfy compliance requirements?
This program does not have specific restrictions on the type of VPP program or managed charging program used by awardees, however, please note that if a program is not available to the grantee before the end of the compliance period, this compliance requirement may be waived by the Authority.

For more information about the VPP program being developed in New Jersey, please see the linked straw proposal and visit the BPU website for additional updates: VPP Straw Proposal Final.pdf

	
	
	



