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New Jersey Commission on Science, Innovation and Technology (CSIT) 
Clean Tech Research and Development (R&D) Voucher Program Pilot, 

Round 3 
Amended - Notice of Funding Availability 

 

The Clean Tech Research and Development (R&D) Voucher Program Pilot, Round 3 application 
submission portal will be paused beginning July 10th, 2026, at 5 pm EST and will reopen on July 
17, 2026 at 10 am EST. Any applications currently in progress will also be paused during this 
period. 

  

Additionally, this amended NOFA (dated July 2, 2026) adds a new eligibility requirement 
specifying that an applicant must have received fewer than three (3) voucher awards across all 
rounds of Catalyst R&D (Rounds 1 and 2) and Clean Tech R&D (Rounds 1, 2 and 3) combined 
over the lifetime of the company. All other program requirements, including program details and 
restrictions, remain unchanged from the previous NOFA. 
 

All updates to the prior NOFA are bolded below: 
 
The New Jersey Commission on Science, Innovation and Technology (CSIT) continues to review 
and accept online applications for the Clean Tech Research and Development (R&D) Voucher 
Program Pilot, Round 3, on a rolling basis as long as program funds are available. No fees will be 
charged for this program. Funding from this program is used to support for-profit entities only. 
Non-profit organizations are not eligible to apply.  

 
 

Comprehensive information about the Clean Tech R&D Voucher Program Pilot Round 3 is 
available at Active CSIT Grant Programs . Questions concerning this Program and Notice of 
Funding Availability should be submitted csitvoucher@njcsit.gov. 

 
Purpose 

 
This grant opportunity is issued by the New Jersey Commission on Science, Innovation 
and Technology (CSIT) in collaboration with the New Jersey Economic Development 
Authority (NJEDA), which are seeking applications from qualified applicants for the 
Clean Tech Research and Development (R&D) Voucher Program Pilot, Round 3 
(“Program”) to support early-stage businesses in the State. The goal of the Program is to 
support New Jersey based early-stage clean tech/clean energy company efforts to 
accelerate development and innovation of clean technologies to transform new 
discoveries from the research stage into commercially viable technologies, leading to 

https://www.njcsit.gov/grant-programs/
mailto:csitvoucher@njcsit.gov
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industry and investor interest in the following target areas: 
• Chemicals/Advance Materials 
• Energy Distribution/Storage 
• Energy Efficiency 
• Energy Generation 
• Green Buildings 
• Transportation 
• Waste Processing 
• Water and Agriculture 

Overview 
 
The available budget as of December 1, 2025 is $620,000, enough to fund approximately 
14awards. The Program will be implemented by CSIT and technical support will be provided 
at core facilities, such as participating universities/colleges, federal labs, NJEDA approved 
strategic innovation centers and other New Jersey approved non-profit organizations. 
 

The objectives of the Program are to: 
i. improve awareness, access to and utilization of New Jersey’s world-leading 

equipment, facilities and makerspaces; and 
 

ii. subsidize access to research and development equipment, facilities and 
makerspaces for small New Jersey-based companies that are developing 
innovative technologies in the clean energy/clean tech space. 

Program Details 
 

The Program will subsidize technological research and development at New Jersey participating 
core facilities by allowing voucher awardees access to equipment and facilities. A map listing 
participating facilities is available on the CSIT webpage Voucher Core Facilities. Each approved 
voucher will be valid for a period of twelve months (starting from date of the execution of the grant 
agreement). Any unused approved voucher amounts will not be reimbursed after the twelve-month 
period. At CSIT’s sole discretion, an extension may be granted for one three-month period if 
requested in writing prior to the expiration of the executed grant agreement. 

Provided that funding is available, all complete applications that meet the eligibility criteria and 
are in compliance with the required documentation are eligible for funding. The total funding 
and potential award amount are based upon current information about funding availability. CSIT 
reserves the right to increase that award amount and number of awards should additional funds 
become available. 

 
 

Project work may not commence until the grant agreement has been fully executed by CSIT and 
the Grantee has received a copy of such agreement. 

 
 

Eligibility 

https://www.google.com/maps/d/viewer?mid=1GcLO30HifmkWSqbI8UEBH7vS0lLOHNq1&ll=40.19013658561744%2C-74.98789639237287&z=17
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To be eligible for the Clean Tech Research and Development (R&D) Voucher Program Pilot, 
Round 3, the applicant company must: 

 
• Be authorized and in good standing company to conduct business in NJ. Non-profit 

entities are not eligible 

• Have a current NJ Tax Clearance Certificate listing CSIT. All certificates listing 
another state agency will be rejected. 

• Have no more than fifty (50) full-time equivalent (“FTE”) workers (FTE calculated 
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on a 35- hour work week) at time of application. 

• Have a minimum of one (1) full-time worker (calculated on a 35-hour work week). 
A worker may be a founder, consultant or contractor and may be paid or unpaid. 

• Have 50% or more of the cumulative hours worked by all workers, founders, and 
contractors be conducted in NJ (calculated on an FTE of 35 hours per week). 

• Have less than or equal to five million dollars ($5,000,000) in prior calendar year sales 
revenue (excluding grant revenue). Company must submit tax filings or other 
documentation showing prior-year Gross Receipts or Sales. 
 

• Have been awarded less than three (3) voucher awards across all rounds of Catalyst 
R&D (Rounds 1 and 2) and Clean Tech R&D (Rounds 1, 2 and 3) combined over 
the lifetime of the company. 

Successful Grantees must commit, for two years following the execution of the Grant 
Agreement to the following: 

• At least 50% of the total of all employees, contractors and consultants must 
conduct all their work from a New Jersey location; and 

• All Voucher recipients must annually report economic impact data to CSIT 
 

The applicant company must obtain a signed letter of support, budget, and scope of work from a 
core facility to show that it is capable of and willing to provide the services that will be 
supported by the voucher. 
. 

 
The applicant company must be developing or testing clean technologies intended to avoid 
emissions of, or recapture of, greenhouse gases and/or criteria pollutants, or to enable such 
avoidance or recapture in the following target areas: 

o Chemicals/Advance Materials 
o Energy Distribution/Storage 
o Energy Efficiency 
o Energy Generation 
o Green Buildings 
o Transportation 
o Waste Processing 
o Water and Agriculture. 

To participate a facility must: 
• be in a two or four-year college or university (public, state, or non-profit) located in 

New Jersey, a federal lab facility or a non-profit organization located in New Jersey or 
NJEDA approved Strategic Innovation Center 

• allow outside businesses to utilize research and development facilities on fee-for-
service basis; and 

• provide a contact person to facilitate requests and participate in Clean Tech R&D 
Voucher Committee meetings. 
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All applicant projects must be for a minimum technology development level of TRL 1 (Basic 
research) through a maximum developmental level of TRL 7 (Full- scale, similar 
(prototypical)system demonstrated in relevant environment). Please see below Attachment 
A for an explanation of these US Department of Energy definitions. 
 

Eligible Uses 
 

Eligible applicants can receive vouchers up to $40,000 to defray the costs associated with 
the following services or use of necessary supplies and activities at participating core 
facilities: 

 
 

• Access to core facility labs, equipment, makerspaces and technology centers. 
• Use oof core facility equipment and technicians for testing and development. 
• Training in preparation for independent use of the facility equipment or makerspaces. 
• Access to datasets available at participating CSIT core facilities; and 
• Supplies and consumables needed in the operation of equipment at the core facility 

The vouchers are to be used toward the approved Project. Requests for payment that are unrelated to the 
Project will be rejected. The following uses are ineligible for reimbursement under the Program: 

 
• Manufacturing products for sale or commercial use; and 
• Real estate rental expenses 

 
Grant Amounts 

 
Eligible applicants can receive vouchers of up to $40,000. Applicants can apply for multiple 
CSIT vouchers up to a cap of $40,000 in the aggregate over any 12-month period. Applications 
that would exceed that cap will not be reviewed. 

 
Application Submission and Review Process 

Applications will continue to be reviewed and accepted on a rolling basis as long as Program 
funds are available. The Program operates under a 2-step application process. Applicants will be 
notified whether they are awarded funds as soon as practicable upon completion of approvals and 
declinations and the completion of all possible appeals. 

 
Step 1: Initial (draft applications) are accepted on a rolling basis and completed using the 
CSIT on-line application portal. All companies must begin their application by completing the 
intake portion of the application. This includes questions concerning the applicant; the proposed 
scope of work; the types of equipment and core facility or facilities needed to access in order to 
complete the project; and if known, the specific location of such core facility or facilities; and 
program eligibility information. In order to be considered for an award, the draft application 
must full describe: 
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1. The research and development to be conducted. 
2. The equipment that will be needed to complete the project. 

 
If the initial requested core facility is not able to perform the work, CSIT will share the 
draft applications with representatives from other core facilities. Potential matches, if 
identified, will be forwarded to the applicant, however, it is the sole responsibility of the 
applicant to secure the written support of a core facility. 

 
If a core facility is not secured within six (6) months of the draft application submission 
date, the draft application will be rejected as incomplete. 

To complete Step 1, applicants must confirm a commitment from a core facility partner 
to access equipment and conduct the proposed project. The applicant must then develop 
and finalize, along with the core facility to submit: 

 
1. Core facility Letter of Support on facility letterhead 
2. Agreed upon Statement of Work between applicant and core facility 
3. Agreed upon budget between applicant and core facility 

 
Applicants that complete Step 1 will receive a submission code and proceed to Step 2. 

Step 2: Full application submission will continue once a match has been made with a 
participating core facility and CSIT receives the Letter of Support, Statement of Work, and 
Budget from the applicant and core facility. 

 
In addition to the documents above, applications submitted to the Program must include the 
following: 

3. Completed online application via CSIT Portal including the following documents along 
with the information below included in the application: 

a. Signed Application Certification. 
b. Completed CSIT Legal Debarment Questionnaire; and 
c. Employee Log - listing all current company employees, work address, and number 

of hours worked per week and employee verification documentation type. 
2. Summary of the most recent internal applicant company payroll (detailing 

information on each employee of the company, number of hours worked per week 
and primary work location). 

3. Current employee verification information as appropriate for the applicant company’s 
structure and staffing (i.e., most recent Federal 941, NJ WR-30 (W2 employees) or 
1099 (contractors), Shareholder Agreement or K-1). 

4. Current New Jersey Tax Clearance Certificate listing New Jersey Commission on 
Science, Innovation and Technology. Instructions on how to obtain a tax clearance can be 
found here New Jersey Department of Taxation Only certificates listing CSIT as the 
Agency will be accepted. All certificates that do not specifically list CSIT will be 
rejected. 

5. Company tax filing: Federal 941 and either an NJ-CBT-100 (Schedule A), Form-
1065 or Form -1040 (Schedule C), or whichever is applicable to the organizational 

https://www.nj.gov/treasury/taxation/busasst.shtml
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form of your business, showing the total Gross Receipts or Sales for the entire prior 
year. 

All submitted applications will be reviewed by CSIT for document completeness and eligibility. 
Applicants with missing documentation may receive a resubmission letter from CSIT to provide any 
missing or incomplete documentation within ten (10) business days. For NJ Tax Clearance Certificates 
only, applicants will have thirty (30) business days to submit. 

 
Successful applicants must execute a voucher agreement with CSIT detailing the terms and 
conditions of the voucher, and use of the voucher at the respective core facility. At CSIT’s 
sole discretion, a voucher project may be extended for one three-month period if requested by 
the voucher recipient in writing 30 days prior to the expiration of the voucher agreement. 

 
CSIT’s Executive Director has the delegated authority to permit changes to the scope of work 
and budget of an executed voucher agreement, granted that the overall voucher funding does 
not increase, there are no material changes to the scope of work and applicants remain 
compliant with the program eligibility requirements. 

 

 
PLEASE NOTE: The online application will enable applicants to provide an electronic 
“Application Certification” by uploading a signed PDF. However, if an applicant prefers not 
to provide an electronic Application Certification, the applicant may: 

i. Mail  a  hard  copy  of  the  signed  Application  Certification 
to CSIT at: Commission on Science, Innovation and Technology 
Attn: Judith Sheft (Executive Director) 
36 W State Street 
PO Box 990 
Trenton, NJ 08625 

AND 
ii. Email CSIT (csitvoucher@njcsit.govwith the subject line: “MAILED 

Application Certification Clean Tech Research and Development (R&D) Voucher 
Program Pilot, Round 3 ” indicating that the certification document has been mailed. 
Only the signed CSIT Application Certification may be mailed. The rest of the 
application must be submitted through the online system. 

 
If an applicant chooses to mail a hard copy of the application certification, the application will 
only be considered complete once the original signed CSIT application certification is received 
by CSIT. 

 
 

Project Completion and Distribution of Grant Funding 
 

Grantees will have up to 12 months to complete their voucher projects and to submit a 
detailed, written invoice from the participating core facility. The invoice must align with 
the budget that was submitted with the application and include details such as: 
equipment used, dates and hours used, technician hours, etc. 

mailto:csitvoucher@njcsit.gov
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The Grantee is then required to submit the following documents for CSIT review: 
 

1. CSIT Annual Report (submitted via link to MS Forms portal) 
2. Invoice Details Report (submitted though NJEDA Portal) 
3. Current Tax Clearance Certificate (submitted through NJEDA Portal) 
4. Current Employee Log (submitted through NJEDA Portal) 
5. Current Employee Documentation (submitted through NJEDA Portal) 

 
Once all the required reports have been accepted, the Grantee must submit a requisition 
form. The core facility must be reimbursed within 2 weeks of receiving the check. The 
Grantee is directly responsible to the participating core facility for any unpaid funds, 
including but not limited to costs that exceed the amount of the approved voucher. 

Compliance and Reporting 
 

For two (2) years from the date of the execution of the grant agreement, 50% of all work 
conducted by Grantee’s employees, contractors and consultants must be conducted in a New 
Jersey location. This will be confirmed by having the Grantee submit an employee log and 
employee verification documentation annually during the two-year period. 

 
All Grantees must report economic impact data to CSIT for a period of two years from the 
execution of the Grant Agreement by submitting a CSIT Annual report using an MS Forms link. 
All other required compliance documents are to be submitted using the NJEDA portal. 

 
Grantees ma y be asked to participate in future CSIT/NJEDA alumni activities, such as 
serving as a panel member or participating in interviews about their Program experience. 

Fees 
 

No fees will be collected by CSIT for this Program. 
 

Additional Requirements and Information 
 

As part of the review process, CSIT conducts sister agency checks with the New Jersey Department 
of Labor (DOL) and Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) on all completed applications. 
To be recommended for an award, applicants must be in good standing with both DOL and DEP. 

 
 
 

Confidentiality 

Applications received will be reviewed only by staff of CSIT, NJEDA and participating 
universities/colleges, federal labs and non-profit organizations. However, all applications 
submitted will be subject to requests for disclosure, including but not limited to, requests 
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pursuant to the Open Public Records Act ("OPRA") N.J.S.A. 47:1A-1 et seq. If the applicant 
believes that information contained in its proposal merits confidential treatment pursuant to 
OPRA, any such purportedly confidential information submitted to the Authority must be 
specifically identified and marked as “confidential” by the applicant. 

 
Additional Information 

Comprehensive information about the Clean Tech R&D Voucher Program Pilot Round 3 is 
available at CSIT Active Grant Programs . 

Questions concerning this Program and Notice of Funding Availability should be submitted 
csitvoucher@njcsit.gov . 

State and Federal Requirements 
Funding for this grant is subject to State and Federal statutes including, but not limited to, the 
following, which may impact affiliates: N.J.S.A. 52:32-60.1, et seq., which prevents the New 
Jersey government entities from certain dealings with businesses engaged in prohibited activities 
in Belarus or Russia; Compliance with the list of “Specially Designated Nationals and Blocked 
Persons”   promulgated   by   the   Office   of   Foreign   Assets   Control 
(OFAC), https://sanctionssearch.ofac.treas.gov; N.J.S.A. 24:6I-49 which provides that the 
following are not eligible for most State or local economic incentives (a) a person or entity issued 
a license to operate as a cannabis cultivator, manufacturer, wholesaler, distributor, retailer, or 
delivery service, or that employs a certified personal use cannabis handler to perform work for or 
on behalf of a cannabis establishment, distributor, or delivery service; and (b) a property owner, 
developer, or operator of a project to be used, in whole or in part, by or to benefit a cannabis 
cultivator, manufacturer, wholesaler, distributor, retailer, or delivery service, or to employ a 
certified personal use cannabis handler to perform work for or on behalf of a cannabis 
establishment, distributor, or delivery service; and N.J.S.A. 52:13D-12, et seq., which prohibits a 
member of the Legislature or a State officer or employee or their partners or a corporation in which 
they owns or controls more than 1% of the stock to undertake or execute any contract, agreement, 
sale, or purchase of $25.00 or more, made, entered into, awarded or granted by any State agency, 
with certain limited exceptions including grant awards by the New Jersey Commission on Science, 
Innovation and Technology. 

https://www.njcsit.gov/
mailto:csitvoucher@njcsit.gov
https://sanctionssearch.ofac.treas.gov/
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Attachment A: Technology Readiness Level1 (TRL) 

TRL 1 
Basic Research: Initial scientific research has been conducted. Principles are qualitatively 
postulated and observed. Focus is on new discovery rather than applications 

TRL 2 
Applied Research: Initial practical applications are identified. Potential of material or 
process to solve a problem, satisfy a need, or find application is confirmed 

TRL 3 
Critical Function or Proof of Concept Established: Applied research advances and early-
stage development begins. Studies and laboratory measurements validate analytical 
predictions of separate elements of the technology 

 
TRL 4 
Lab Testing/Validation of Alpha Prototype Component/Process: Design, development and lab 
testing of components/processes. Results provide evidence that performance targets may be 
attainable based on projected or modeled systems 

 
TRL 5 
Laboratory Testing of Integrated/Semi-Integrated System: System Component and/or 
process validation is achieved in a relevant environment 

 
TRL 6 
Prototype System Verified: System/process prototype demonstration in an operational 
environment (beta prototype system level) 

 
TRL 7 
Integrated Pilot System Demonstrated: System/process prototype demonstration in an 
operational environment (integrated pilot system level) 

TRL 8 
System Incorporated in Commercial Design: Actual system/process completed and qualified 
through test and demonstration (pre-commercial demonstration) 

 
TRL 9 
System Proven and Ready for Full Commercial Deployment: Actual system proven through 
successful operations in operating environment, and ready for full commercial deployment 

 

 
1 TRL levels summarized from Department of Energy (DOE) Report 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Furldefense.com%2Fv3%2F__https%3A%2Fwww.energy.gov%2Fsites%2Fprod%2Ffiles%2Fem%2FVolume_I%2FO_SRP.pdf__%3B!!J30X0ZrnC1oQtbA!M8ZLe5ciL_m3K4Hq323CC_Uuu0b4oMU0zHrR7tzDCuXHYQ__iwDfpMs8qHdXvkhZtbugzmaq1LWP92owLBm_EvnsCQo%24&data=04%7C01%7CFJobe%40njeda.com%7C6f846a71fc3c4ee58e9008da1ca22887%7Cdef9b6fa35984b48bb720bc384032ea3%7C0%7C1%7C637853780058121256%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=cDV1XqTK%2B6KHJTEnoazC7JQPpVDqj%2BZ6GN6WrzkhacE%3D&reserved=0
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