
Sample Application



Reference Documents
We recommend consulting the following documents as you complete the NJ CELs application: 

• Frequently Asked Questions
• Scoring Criteria (must score a minimum of 50 points)
• List of Required Documents
• Map of Overburdened Communities

All of these documents can be found on the NJ CELs website: https://www.njeda.gov/njcels/

REMINDER: Click on the “Save” button in the bottom right corner of the application as you 
work through it to save your progress. 

Questions? Email njcels@njeda.gov 

https://www.njeda.gov/njcels/
mailto:njcels@njeda.gov








Selecting “NO” on this question 
will prompt a follow-up question 
asking if you would be interested 
in having an EDA provided 
interpreter in your native 
language for any question related 
to your application. 
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TIP: Please ensure that the name 
provided matches the signature on all 
uploaded documents.



Selecting “NO” on these 3 
questions will open the 
“Authorized Representative”, 
“CEO”, and “Media” contact 
pages, respectively (not included 
in this sample application). 
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Selecting “YES” 
will open 
additional 
“Accountant 
Information” 
contact fields. 
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TIP: Ensure all inputs match 
corresponding formation 
documents, financial statements 
and tax documents. 

Mailing address of the organization’s 
office location
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Selecting “YES” will open 
additional fields

TIP: Please ensure EIN# on Tax 
Clearance matches formation 
documents and financial/tax 
uploads
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This is not required at the time of 
application, but will be required prior 
to approval.
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TIP: Consult the FAQ 
document for how to 
calculate FTEs.

Remember to review the 
Scoring Criteria to ensure you 
score at least 50 points before 
applying.

TIP: Ensure these two FTE 
counts match

https://www.njeda.gov/wp-content/uploads/2023/04/Scoring-Criteria_4-6.pdf
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Remember to review the 
Scoring Criteria to ensure you 
score at least 50 points before 
applying.

REMINDER: Click on the “Save” 
button in the bottom right corner of 
the application as you work through 
it to save your progress. 

https://www.njeda.gov/wp-content/uploads/2023/04/Scoring-Criteria_4-6.pdf


TIP: Partnering entities can be any 
contractors or other key parties 
involved in your business or project. 
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If “YES,” please note that these categories 
are not eligible for the NJ CELs program, so 
your project/business may not be eligible. 
We recommended contacting a 
representative at njcels@njeda.gov before 
proceeding with the application. 



If applying for a project, please provide 
the address of the proposed project. 
If applying for a business expansion, 
please provide the business’s address. 
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TIP: Refer to the FAQs for the 
definition of criteria pollutants. 

TIP: Remember that the “Project” 
refers to the business expansion 
plans, if applicable. 
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Please view the NJ Overburdened 
Communities map here: NJ 
Environmental Justice Mapping, 
Assessment and Protection Tool 
(EJMAP) (arcgis.com)

https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/548632a2351b41b8a0443cfc3a9f4ef6
https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/548632a2351b41b8a0443cfc3a9f4ef6
https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/548632a2351b41b8a0443cfc3a9f4ef6
https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/548632a2351b41b8a0443cfc3a9f4ef6
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The list of Premier Lenders can be found 
here: Premier Lenders - NJEDA

https://www.njeda.gov/premierlender/premierlenders/
https://www.njeda.gov/premierlender/premierlenders/
https://www.njeda.gov/premierlender/premierlenders/


Total loan amount must be 
between $500,000 and $20 million.
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NJEDA loan amount must be 
between $250,000 and $10 million.

Loans requested from financial 
institution(s) must match or exceed 
the loan requested from the 
NJEDA.



Selecting “Yes” will provide a drop 
down of refinancing criteria you 
must meet to be eligible.
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Selecting “Yes” will prompt a 
follow-up question asking if the 
LOC converts to a term loan. This 
conversion is required for the 
Program. 
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Please be noted that for any 
construction related activities, NJ 
prevailing wage and affirmative 
action requirements may apply. 
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Selecting “MINORITY” will open 
additional fields (not shown here). 
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TIP: Refer to the FAQs or contact 
njcels@njeda.gov with any 
questions related to these 
documents. 

Those these documents are not 
required at time of application; they 
will be required for our 
underwriting review.

mailto:njcels@njeda.gov
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TIP: Refer to the FAQs or contact 
njcels@njeda.gov with any questions 
related to these documents. 

mailto:njcels@njeda.gov
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TIP: Refer to the FAQs for 
information on how to apply for 
these certifications.
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TIP: “SSBCI” is the federal funding 
source for the NJ CELs program. 

REMINDER: Click on the “Save” 
button in the bottom right corner of 
the application as you work through 
it to save your progress. 
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NOTE: This question does not affect your score for 
NJ CELs. It is for reporting purposes only.

Please search for any address on the Climate and 
Economic Justice Screening Tool, click on the map to 
select a census tract, and review the “Climate 
Change” and “Energy” indicators on the right side or 
below the map to determine whether you meet this 
definition. Please note: Whether or not a community 
is identified as “disadvantaged” on this map is not 
relevant for the purposes of this question.

A community is defined as climate- or energy-
impacted if it is located in a census tract that is:
•Climate Change: At or above the 90th percentile for 
expected agriculture loss rate OR expected building 
loss rate OR expected population loss rate OR 
projected flood risk OR projected wildfire risk; OR
•Energy: At or above the 90th percentile for energy 
cost OR PM2.5 in the air.

https://screeningtool.geoplatform.gov/en/#3/33.47/-97.5
https://screeningtool.geoplatform.gov/en/#3/33.47/-97.5


Selecting "YES" to being involved in political lobbying 
activities will prompt you fill out the "Political 
Activity Questionnaire" and submit it with the 
application.

Selecting "YES" will prompt the applicant to upload 
an employee log for each affiliate 
company/organization with employees to report.
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TIP: Refer to the NJ CELs Current Employees Log you 
previously completed as part of the application for 
this section. 

TIP: These numbers will be automatically generated 
based on the information you provide. Compare 
them with the totals in your NJ CELs Current 
Employee Log to make sure the totals match. 
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TIP: Refer to the NJ CELs Current Employees Log you 
previously completed as part of the application for 
this section. 

TIP: These numbers will be automatically generated 
based on the information you provide. Compare 
them with the totals in your NJ CELs Current 
Employee Log to make sure the totals match. 

Please round up the sum of these job 
categories (full-time, part-time and 
temporary) to the nearest whole number.
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Although you already provided some of 
this information for NJEDA purposes, we 
are required to collect this information for 
federal reporting purposes. 
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Although you already provided some of 
this information for NJEDA purposes, we 
are required to collect this information for 
federal reporting purposes. 
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Selecting “YES” 
will prompt you 
to identify what 
the other 
federally funded 
programs are. 
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Selecting “NO” here or below indicates 
that the primary applicant cannot 
legally represent their organization. 

If “NO” is selected for either of these 
questions, the applicant is provided 
forms representing the following 
sections, with instructions requesting 
an authorized representative fill and 
sign them. 
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TIP: Your application is not deemed 
complete until you pay the application 
fee. Please ensure you pay the fee on 
the day you submit the application for 
a timely review process. Contact 
njcels@njeda.gov with questions. 

mailto:njcels@njeda.gov
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