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Apprenticeship Training Centers Construction Grant Program Questions and Answers

1) Will an organization be considered if they have been a RA Sponsor for 6 years, but in business for over 10 years?

Applicants must be the Sponsor of at least one (1) Registered Apprenticeship Program as defined by the United States Department of Labor Office of Apprenticeship and have been in continuous operation as a USDOL Registered Apprenticeship training program for a minimum of ten (10) years at the time of application to be considered as an eligible applicant.

2) Our union represents members in NJ and NY. We'd be applying for funding for the Training Center located in NJ, and our apprenticeship program in NJ primarily trains people who live in NJ. However, there are occasionally apprentices who cross-train. Would we have to limit building use to apprentices who reside in NJ?

The Program will support the development of training centers for Registered Apprenticeship programs in the building and construction trades to enable greater participation of local residents, with a particular focus on increasing access for residents of New Jersey Overburdened Communities, in training programs that lead to quality careers.

Training activities related to the proposed registered apprenticeship program must be the primary use of the facility for the entire grant term.

In addition, part of the scoring criteria as detailed in the product specifications requires applicants to outline a compelling and reasonable approach to offer low- or no-cost training to participants and identifies strategies to successfully recruit and serve residents of New Jersey’s Overburdened Communities


3) Can you please post the templates and forms for the application in one spot?

The Apprenticeship Training Centers Construction Grant Sample Application now contains links to all the NJEDA forms and templates. The sample application is located on the Apprenticeship Training Centers Construction Grant Program webpage here.

4) Are letters of support required/recommended?

Letters of support are not a requirement for this grant program.

5) What specific documentation would be acceptable to show current status of permit requests?

As referenced in the Permits and Approvals Form in the application, please provide a list and status of all required local, State, and Federal government permits and local planning and zoning board approvals that have been issued for the new construction and/or substantial rehabilitation project or will be required to be issued pending resolution of funding. The Apprenticeship Training Centers Construction Grant Sample Application now contains a link to the Permits and Approvals Form. The sample application is located on the Apprenticeship Training Centers Construction Grant Program webpage here.

6) How do I know if my project is located in an Overburdened Community (OBC)?

NJDEP provides the public a list and visualizations of OBC locations throughout the state at https://dep.nj.gov/ej/communities/. You can also utilize the mapping tool linked here to determine if your project is located in an OBC. If you need help navigating the mapping tool, please utilize the directions on the webpage linked here.

7) My company has operated several construction trades programs over the last 10 years and was approved as a registered apprenticeship in 2025. Will this disqualify me from applying for the grant?

Applicants must have been in continuous operation as a USDOL Registered Apprenticeship training program for a minimum of ten (10) years at the time of application.

8) If some construction will be completed by apprentices, should we include an in- kind amount in the budget, or should we submit a budget based on the estimated cost regardless of the in-kind?

Applicant must submit a complete detailed project budget in the provided template. Information included within the form (Form ATCCG-1) must account for all costs associated with the project based on reasonable market costs and labor rates (including prevailing wage rates as needed). This would include any costs intended to be covered in-kind. Any in-kind or donated labor and/or materials should be
accounted for under sources of funding as a contribution with a dollar amount assigned-to equivalent to the expected donated labor and/or materials. The current prevailing wage rates can be found at the New Jersey Department of Labor’s website at:https://www.nj.gov/labor/wageandhour/prevailing-rates/public- works/index.shtml

Please be aware that all workers working under a contractor or subcontract hired to perform work on the project are subject to prevailing wage program requirements. Prevailing wage requirements only apply when a grantee awards a construction contract. Work done by the grantee's own 40-hour payroll employees does not trigger these requirements

9) Can you please confirm that at the time of application, applicants may demonstrate a pathway to site control via the submission of a purchase and sale agreement contingent on the receipt of the EDA grant within 180 days of approval of the funding award.

Evidence of site control or a pathway to site control within 180 days of Board approval is required at time of application. As noted in our application, examples of these documents include: “letter of intent, purchase offer with purchase terms, purchase and sale agreement contingent on funding award, etc. – Any/all must be fully signed by both seller and purchaser/applicant; or in rare situations may include an accepted settlement agreement as part of approved eminent domain proceedings and/or other final decision of an administrative or judicial governmental process resulting in the transfer or title or possession.” However, in order to execute a grant agreement, the Authority would require evidence of site ownership (a deed) or an executed lease agreement with a term that extends at least five (5) years beyond project completion. The Applicant (on its own or through a wholly owned special purpose entity) must provide a deed, executed purchase and sale agreement, or executed lease (term must be five (5) years beyond project completion), any/all of which must be fully signed by both seller and purchaser/applicant. For more information, please see the Board memo and NOFA.

10) Would an agreement to lease the site for a period five years beyond project completion meet the requirement to establish site control at the time of application

Evidence of site control or a pathway to site control within 180 days of Board approval is required at time of application. As noted in our application, examples of these documents include: “letter of intent, purchase offer with purchase terms, purchase and sale agreement contingent on funding award, etc. – Any/all must be fully signed by both seller and purchaser/applicant; or in rare situations may include an accepted settlement agreement as part of approved eminent domain proceedings and/or other final decision of an administrative or judicial governmental process resulting in the transfer or title or possession.” However, in order to execute a grant agreement, the Authority would require evidence of site ownership (a deed) or an executed lease agreement with a term that extends at least five (5) years beyond project completion. The Applicant (on its own or through a wholly owned special purpose entity) must provide a deed, executed purchase and sale agreement, or executed lease (term must be five (5) years beyond project completion), any/all of which must be fully signed by both seller and purchaser/applicant. For more information, please see the Board memo and NOFA.
11) Could you please elaborate on what evidence, if any, beyond a deed, purchase or sale agreement, or lease agreement would constitute a “pathway to site control” for purposes of the application?

Evidence of site control or a pathway to site control within 180 days of Board approval is required at time of application. As noted in our application, examples of these documents include: “letter of intent, purchase offer with purchase terms, purchase and sale agreement contingent on funding award, etc. – Any/all must be fully signed by both seller and purchaser/applicant; or in rare situations may include an accepted settlement agreement as part of approved eminent domain proceedings and/or other final decision of an administrative or judicial governmental process resulting in the transfer or title or possession.” However, in order to execute a grant agreement, the Authority would require evidence of site ownership (a deed) or an executed lease agreement with a term that extends at least five (5) years beyond project completion. The Applicant (on its own or through a wholly owned special purpose entity) must provide a deed, executed purchase and sale agreement, or executed lease (term must be five (5) years beyond project completion), any/all of which must be fully signed by both seller and purchaser/applicant. For more information, please see the Board memo and NOFA.

12) Will EDA require the addition of any specific agreements, stipulations, provisions or requirements between the property buyer and seller?


The Applicant must provide evidence of site control or a pathway to site control within 180 days of Board approval is required at time of application Prior to execution, The Applicant must provide a deed, executed purchase and sale agreement, or executed lease. If the applicant owns the property, NJEDA will require that the applicant file a 5-year deed restriction on the property utilizing the NJEDA’s required restriction language. For more information, please see the Board memo and NOFA.

13) Would the inclusion of certain language or standard contractual provisions invalidate the purchase or lease agreement upon the occurrence of a specified event?

Evidence of site control or a pathway to site control within 180 days of Board approval is required at time of application. In order to execute a grant agreement after award, an awardee must provide evidence of site ownership (deed) or an executed lease agreement with a term that extends at least five (5) years beyond project completion. If an awardee is unable to submit final site control documentation, execution of the grant agreement will not be possible and grant award may be rescinded.

14) What does the EJMAP report refer to and how should an applicant demonstrate that the project site is within an OBC?

As referenced in the sample application, applicants can use the NJ Environmental Justice Mapping, Assessment and Protection Tool (EJMAP) to determine if the project is located in an overburdened community. Applicants must then upload a mapping tool report in the application. The link for the EJMAP tool can be found here: Overburdened Communities | NJ Environmental Justice Mapping, Assessment and Protection Tool (EJMAP)

15) Can you provide the NJEDA’s required restriction language? 
 
A five (5) use deed restriction will be required in the grant agreement. NJEDA’s restriction language will be provided to awardees following Authority Board approval and prior to execution of the grant agreement. 


 
16) Are apprenticeship programs for veterans and youth eligible for funding under this grant? 
 
Applicants will be required to conduct training for the building and construction trade(s) in the facility funded by this grant. Eligible occupations within the building and construction trades registered and approved by USDOL include: Electrician, Electrician – Maintenance, Telecommunications Technician, Refrigeration and Air Conditioning Maintenance, Heating and Air Conditioning Mechanic and Installer, Stationary Engineer, Structural Steel Worker, Sheet Metal Worker, Boilermaker, Plumber, Pipe Fitter (Construction),  Millwright, Cement Mason, Bricklayer – Construction, Roofer, Operating Engineer, Elevator Constructor, Carpenter, Carpenter – Mold, Pile Driver, Cabinetmaker, Floor Layer, Floor Cover Layer, Construction Craft Laborer, Pipe Coverer and Insulator, Bricklayer, Painter, Painter – Decorator,  Painter – Industrial Coating.  
 
Part of the scoring criteria as detailed in the product specifications evaluates how the applicant will address the need for this Project in the community and the benefits of the Project to the respective OBC (e.g., anticipated economic and local impact to the community, development objectives, and projected jobs creation); Outlines a compelling and reasonable approach to offer low- or no-cost training to participants and identifies strategies to successfully recruit and serve residents of New Jersey’s overburdened communities 
  
Same answer to questions 17-20
17) Can lease or rental costs for training facilities (such as workforce/apprenticeship centers) be included as allowable expenses? 
18) Are curriculum development, textbooks, and digital course materials considered eligible costs? 
19) Can funding support subcontracting arrangements for curriculum delivery and outreach (e.g., between Sankofa Construction and The Bloc Foundation)? 
20) Are wraparound services—like career counseling, mentorship, or community outreach—eligible for reimbursement? 
 
Operating costs are not an eligible cost under this grant. Eligible Projects are new construction, and/or substantial rehabilitation projects located in Overburdened Communities for use as a training center for a USDOL Registered Apprenticeship program. All soft and hard construction costs (no operating costs) can be included and may include predevelopment projects costs associated with the Project. Property acquisition costs may not be included. 
 
21) What is the expected turnaround time from submission to funding approval? 
 
There will be an evaluation period following the submission deadline for all applications on September 29, 2025. The length of the evaluation period will depend on the number of applications NJEDA receives. After the evaluation period concludes, NJEDA staff will make recommendations to the NJEDA board for approval. NJEDA hopes to recommend awards for approval by the end of calendar year 2025, but may do so at a later date. 
 
22) Can Pell Grants or other federal/state education funding be used in combination with NJEDA funds? 
 
The Apprenticeship Training Centers Construction Grant Program is established to provide grants for new construction and/or substantial rehabilitation, of facilities in Overburdened Communities dedicated to training apprentices in USDOL Registered Apprenticeship programs (“Projects”). This is a construction grant program and only soft and hard construction costs (no operating costs) are eligible costs under the program.  Funding for operations post completion of the construction project is not within the purview of this grant opportunity.  Applicants should review the allowances and restrictions of their other funding sources.  
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