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How to Use the EJMAP to Determine Program Eligibility

Introduction

The EJMAP provides the public with a visual representation of the location of Overburdened
Communities (OBCs) throughout the New Jersey.

OBC Communities are State-designated census block groups per the New Jersey
Environmental Justice Law, N.J.S.A. 13:1D-157 where:

1. At least 35 percent of the households qualify as low-income households (at or below
twice the poverty threshold as determined by the United States Census Bureau);

2. Atleast 40 percent of the residents identify as minority or as members of a State
recognized tribal community; or

3. At least 40 percent of the households have limited English proficiency (without an adult
that speaks English “very well” according to the United States Census Bureau).

Using the EJMAP

Please follow these steps to determine if a proposed project is within a State-designated
Overburdened Community or Adjacent Community census block.

For a project to be eligible for NJ Cool funding, it must be within the blue for yellow
shaded areas on the OBC EJMAP or in the municipalities of Atlantic City, Edison, or
Newark.

Step 1
Click on the links below to access the OBC Map.
e Visit the EJMAP OBC website

Overburdened Communities | NJ Environmental Justice Mapping, Assessment and Protection

Tool (EJMAP)
¢ Review the How to Use EJMAP website

How to Use EJMAP | NJ Environmental Justice Mapping, Assessment and Protection Tool

(EJMAP)



https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/548632a2351b41b8a0443cfc3a9f4ef6/page/Overburdened-Communities
https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/548632a2351b41b8a0443cfc3a9f4ef6/page/Overburdened-Communities
https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/548632a2351b41b8a0443cfc3a9f4ef6/page/How-to-Use-EJMAP
https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/548632a2351b41b8a0443cfc3a9f4ef6/page/How-to-Use-EJMAP
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Use the OBC EJMAP Tool to search the project location to determine eligibility.

Step 2

o Click the “Legend” button to see how OBC and Adjacent Block Groups are
visualized on the map (blue and yellow areas).

Environmental Justice, Mapping, Assessment, and Protection Tool (EJMAP)
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Step 3

Use the Address Search to locate the target property.

Environmental Justice, Mapping, Assessment, and Protection Tool (EJMAP)
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e Alternatively, you can use the Parcel Search to find a location.

Environmental Justice, Mapping, Assessment, and Protection Tool (EJMAP)
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tep 4
Determine Eligibility

o Review search results to determine if the target property is within an OBC or

Adjacent Block Group (blue or yellow shaded area).

Example 1. Eligible Project Location

OBC Community — One Gateway Center, Newark

Environmental Justice, Mapping, Assessment, and Protection Tool (EJMAP)
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‘Overburdened Communities and Adjacent Block
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] One Gateway Center

X

Q. One Gateway Center, 1... | x

One Gateway Center, 1 Gateway
Cir, Newark, NJ, 07102, USA

One Gatewsy Center, 11-43
Raymend Bivd, Newark, NJ, 07102,
UsA

One Gateway Center, 420 Fort
Duquesne Bivd, Pitsburgh, PA,
15222, USA

One Gateway Center, 600 Wal St,
Summersville, WY, 26651, USA

One Gatewsy Center, 283 Market
Street, Newark, NJ, 07102, USA

One Gateway Place, Pioneer Street,
Barangka laya, Mandaluyong City,
Metro Manila, National Capital
Region, PHL
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Example 2. Eligible Project Location

Adjacent Block Group — 36 W State St, Trenton

Environmental Justice, Mapping, Assessment, and Protection Tool (EJMAP)
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Example 3. Ineligible Project Location Example

25 McWilliams PI, Jersey City

Environmental Justice, Mapping, Assessment, and Protection Tool (EJMAP)
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Step 5 (OPTIONAL):

Submit Pre-Application Form

o Submit a Pre-Application Form available on the NJ Cool's Program Website to
NJCool@njeda.gov.
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The N) Cool application portal is now open. The N) Cool program expanded geographic eligibility on m
05/27/2025. All other program requirements remain the same
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The NI Cool program is a $15 million pilot program laun by the New Jersey Economic
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https://www.njeda.gov/njcool/

	Introduction
	Using the EJMAP



