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Program Overview

The Innovation Fellows program supports would-be entrepreneurs, particularly diverse entrepreneurs, 
with “income replacement” grants. This resource creates an opportunity for the entrepreneurs to pursue 
unique startup business ventures with the security of initial income replacement funding in the two-year 
ideation and formation period of their businesses.

APPLICATIONS FOR THE A.I. COHORT WILL OPEN ON JUNE 18,2025 AT 10:00 A.M. AND 

WILL BE ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS THROUGH 5:00 P.M. ON JULY 30, 2025. 

per team and must be used as income-replacement for entrepreneurs who leave the workforce to 

open and operate a business in an eligible municipality

$200,000

BASE AWARD

Bonuses include $50,000 if any one of the entrepreneurs in a team resides in an Opportunity Zone within the 

State. An additional $50,000 bonus is awarded for each Entrepreneur leader on the Fellows team with a 

diversity self- certification or education bonus up to $150,000, resulting in a total potential award of $400,000.

Up to an additional $200,000

BONUSES
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NJEDA Application Center Sign-In Page

Visit the NJEDA Application Center through the 

webpage of the specific NJEDA program you are 

interested in or by going to the general log-in page 

at https://programs.njeda.com/en-

US/NJEDAPrograms/.

If this is the first time you are using this portal to 

apply for an NJEDA product, please click the 

Register tab, listed towards the top of the screen.

If you do not have your login information, click on 

the Forgot Password/Username button and follow 

the instructions. This will send you an email with 

reset information. Your Username will be included 

in the email you receive, so please be sure to use 

your correct username when you sign in. 

https://programs.njeda.com/en-US/NJEDAPrograms/
https://programs.njeda.com/en-US/NJEDAPrograms/
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If Your Email is Recognized By the Application Portal

If you attempt to register with the 

Application Center, but your email 

address is already in the system, you will 

receive a pop-up notice stating that you 

will need to send yourself an invitation 

code to access your account. 

Begin this process by clicking on the blue 

“OK” button within the pop-up box and 

follow the prompts.

Remember to check your spam/junk folders if you can’t locate an email from NJEDA. 

Emails are sent from crmnoreply@njeda.gov (NJEDA NoReply).@
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New Users: How to Register Your Email Address

Enter your email, username (which can 

be the same as your email) and your 

desired password.

Passwords must contain characters 

from at least three of the following 

four classes: uppercase, lowercase, 

number, and non-alphanumeric 

(special) characters.

Once information is filled in click 

Register to continue.

PLEASE BE SURE TO WRITE-DOWN/SAVE YOUR USERNAME AND PASSWORD
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After registering your email, you 

will be prompted to fill out your 

profile information.

Enter the information requested 

and confirm your email address is 

correct. This email address will be 

the primary way the NJEDA 

contacts your business.

Once complete, click “Update.”

New Users: How to Register Your Email Address
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New Users: Confirm Your Email Address

Once your profile information is complete, you 

need to confirm your email address.

Within the blue box, click on “Confirm Email”.

An email will be sent to the email address 

listed.

Go to your email and follow the instructions 

within the email.

In order to fully access the application portal, 

you MUST confirm your email address by 

clicking on the link that is sent to your email.

If you have any issues creating a username or password, redeeming an invitation code, 

or otherwise logging into the portal, please email us at CustomerCare@njeda.gov or 

call our Customer Care line at (844) 965-1125.?
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On the next page, find 

and select the program 

you wish to apply for. 

Programs are not listed 

in alphabetical order, so 

please read through the 

entire list if you are 

having difficulty locating 

your desired program.

Select Your Program
After you are fully logged in, the 

Application Center homepage will have 

two options at the bottom of the page. 

Select the NJEDA Programs button to see 

the full list of active NJEDA programs.
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The main point of contact will return to 

the initial application in order to complete 

the application. This can only be done 

after each member of the Entrepreneur 

Team has submitted their supplemental 

application section.

STEP 3

Application Process Overview

STEP 1

There are four major steps this application. 

The first three steps must be fully completed prior to the application deadline for consideration. 

Please share these expectations with each of your entrepreneurs in order to submit your application on time. 

To be completed by the main point 

of contact.

Initial Submission Application Completion

STEP 2

❑ Entrepreneur 1 Supplemental Application

❑ Entrepreneur 2 Supplemental Application

❑ Entrepreneur 3 Supplemental Application

+ any additional Entrepreneur Team members

Entrepreneur Supplemental 

Application Submission

To be completed multiple times, once by 

each member of the Entrepreneur Team

STEP 3A

Application Review by NJEDA

STEP 4
To be completed by the main point of 

contact, after the NJIF team has reviewed 

and conditionally approved your 

application. NJIF staff will contact you 

directly with additional instructions.

Resubmission/Providing Additional 

Details After Initial Approval
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Application Process Overview

❑ Point of Contact details

❑ Targeted Industry details

❑ Main Location details

❑ Business Plan and Pitch Deck

❑ Names and contact information for each member of the Entrepreneur Leadership Team

To be completed by the main point of contact. 

This section will ask for:

STEP 1: Initial Submission of Main Application
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Application Process Overview

❑ Contact Details

❑ Work Experience

❑ Education Details

❑ Most Recent Income and Tax Information

❑ Legal Disclaimers and Certifications

To be completed multiple times, once by each member of the Entrepreneur Team

This section will ask each entrepreneur for:

STEP 2: Entrepreneur Supplemental Application Submission
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Application Process Overview

❑ Confirm earlier entered information

❑ View your potential application amount

❑ Submit the $250 application fee 

❑ Electronically sign and formally submit the application

To be completed by the main point of contact, after the completion of each of the Entrepreneur 

Supplemental Applications. 

Here you will be able to:

STEP 3: Returning to the Main Application
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Application Process Overview

The New Jersey Innovation Fellows staff will review application information, reaching out to the 

main point of contact for any missing or unclear information, and then providing a notice of 

approval or denial.

STEP 3A: NJEDA Review of Application
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Application Process Overview

❑ Organization Formation Information

❑ Federal Tax Identification Number (FEIN)

❑ NJ Tax Identification Number

❑ NJ Tax Clearance Certificate 

❑ Payroll Service Provider 

To be completed by the main point of contact, after the NJIF team has reviewed and conditionally 

approved your application. NJIF staff will contact you directly with additional instructions.

Information requested includes:

STEP 4: Resubmission/

       Providing Additional Details After Initial Approval
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Start Your Application

Before beginning the application read through 

the information provided on the welcome page.

Welcome

Once ready click “Create New Jersey Innovation 

Fellows Application” to begin. 

F Y I:

Your application will automatically 

be saved every time you click the 

“Next” button. 
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Language Access

Provide a “Yes/No” response to indicate 

whether English is your primary language or 

select “Prefer Not to Answer”.

If English is not your primary language, free 

language assistance services are available. 

If you are interested in using an interpreter  

provided by EDA, please indicate your 

primary language.
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Registered Business

The program accepts applications from teams of eligible first-time entrepreneurs with a 

prospective business idea, meaning applicants have not already formed or registered a 

business, but have an idea that they want to develop. If you decide to move forward with an 

already registered business, you may be deemed ineligible.

Note: If approved, business not already formed, will have 30 days following notification of 

award to fully form the business.
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Primary Point of Contact 

On this page we will collect contact 

information for the Primary Point of 

Contact for this application. 

Please ensure that the email provided is 

the correct email for the primary point of 

contact on this application. 

This email will be used for the fee 

correspondence and any other 

communications to the applicant team. 
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Business Details

In this section, we would like to learn about the proposed new business.

This page will request applicant information including but not limited to: 

- Proposed Business Name

- Proposed Business Location

- The Eligible Municipality where the business will be located 

- The AI technology to be used (if applicable)

- The business’s Targeted Industry details and description

- Business Plan

- Pitch Deck

Teams of prospective Innovation Fellows must submit a complete and 

well-written business plan and a pitch deck in presentation format, 

similar to this sample template. This template is being provided to best 

achieve an equitable evaluation process by the NJEDA.

Teams should ensure the presentation adequately describes all relevant 

features of their proposed business venture. Consider the program 

requirements and scoring framework as you compose the deck. For 

additional support consider engaging freely with available counseling 

via groups like the NJ Business Action Center and SCORE.

https://www.njeda.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/NJIF-Eligible-Municipalities-FINAL-030723.pdf
https://www.njeda.gov/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/Appendix-C-Targeted-Industries-Definitions.pdf
https://www.njeda.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/02/IEF-Business-Plan-Template_First-Draft.pptx
https://njsbdc.com/
https://www.score.org/
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Authorized Representative 

This page only appears if the 

primary point of contact is not 

an authorized representative 

for the applicant. If this is the 

case, you will be asked to fill 

out the contact information 

for the person who is an 

authorized representative.
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NJIF AI Cohort General Application*

This section includes questions 

inquiring about artificial 

intelligence, including:

- The proposed type of AI technology

- Your proposed Code of Conduct

- Intended innovation outcomes

*This application page will only appear if 

the NJIF application being submitted is for 

the AI Cohort.
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Management Team

In this section, we would like to learn 

more about the entrepreneur leaders of 

the new business.

A minimum of THREE entrepreneurs 

must be a part of the management team.

Half of the team mut be first time 

entrepreneurs.

All members of the management team 

must be equity owners in the business.

The entrepreneur leadership team must 

have majority equity interest (>50%).

This page also requests a copy of the 

management team’s organizational chart 

and the number of years that the 

entrepreneur team has worked together.
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Management Team Entrepreneurs 

Please use the “Add Entrepreneur” button to complete an entry 

for each entrepreneur leader on the management team. 

A pop-up window will appear asking for specific contact and 

experience information. Complete this pop-up page for each 

entrepreneur leader. If you (the person filling out the 

application) are one of the entrepreneur leaders, please 

complete this additional pop-up page for yourself, in addition 

to the other leaders.

The application system will use the email address you enter 

here to email each of the additional entrepreneur leaders to 

collect additional information.
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Management Team Entrepreneurs (Continued) 

Once you have 

entered each of your 

Entrepreneur Team 

Members, check the 

completion box and 

then the “Next” 

button. 
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Pending Supplemental Completion Page

This application page is a holding page and you will not be able to advance past this page until all of 

the Entrepreneur Supplemental forms are submitted. 

If you, as the person filling out the application, are one of the Entrepreneur Team Members, select the 

“New Jersey Fellows Entrepreneur Supplemental Form” button. 

If you are not an Entrepreneur Team Member, you may exit the application at this time. Your 

application progress has been saved. Once all of your entrepreneurs have completed their 

supplemental sections, this page will update and you will be able to complete the application. 
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Entrepreneur Supplemental Form

After selecting the “New Jersey Fellows Entrepreneur 

Supplemental Form” button or clicking on the link sent by 

email, the following page will show as a welcome page.  

At the bottom of the page there will be a record listing for 

the entrepreneur to complete. The entrepreneur should 

select the Stakeholder ID, which will take them to the full 

Entrepreneur Supplemental Form for them to complete. 
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Entrepreneur Supplemental Form

The application page of this section is a status 

page where no information can be entered by the 

applicant. Select the “Next” button to proceed. 



28

Language Access

Provide a “Yes/No” response to indicate 

whether English is your primary language or 

select “Prefer Not to Answer”.

If English is not your primary language, free 

language assistance services are available. 

If you are interested in using an interpreter  

provided by EDA, please indicate your 

primary language.
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Entrepreneur Supplemental Form

The application page of this section is a status 

page where no information can be entered by the 

applicant. Select the “Next” button to proceed. 
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Management Team Entrepreneur

On this page, 

entrepreneur leaders 

are asked to provide 

and confirm contact 

information, work 

experience, education, 

and demographic 

information. 
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Legal Questionnaire

In this section, applicants are required to answer 

background question pertaining to any causes that may 

lead to debarment, disqualification, or suspension from 

eligibility.

Additionally, applicants are required to identify any 

“affiliate” entities. There are two main types of Affiliates:

First, applicants must identify any individuals or 

entities that hold a 30% or more ownership in the 

applicant.

Second, applicants must identify any individual or 

entity where the applicant holds a 30% or more 

interest, and are either named in the application 

and/or agreement, or will receive a direct benefit 

from the financing, incentive, or other agreement 

with NJEDA.

Entrepreneur leaders should take their time and make 

sure to read this section carefully. 
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Legal Questionnaire (Continued) 

There are several specific 

questions regarding the 

past proceedings of an 

applicant. 

It is essential that 

Entrepreneur Leaders 

take their time, reading 

this section carefully, 

while keeping in mind 

the corresponding "look-

back" periods for civil, 

criminal, environmental, 

and other legal matters.
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Certification of Non-Involvement in Prohibited 

Activities in Russia or Belarus

In this section, we will be collecting the 

Certification of Non-Involvement in 

Prohibited Activities in Russia or Belarus. 
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Certification of Application

On this page, applicants will 

affirm the accuracy and 

truthfulness of the application 

information provided. 
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Entrepreneur Acknowledgement 
of Program Requirements

Applicants will affirm their understanding of the 

qualifications, conditions, limitations, and 

restrictions of participating in this program. 
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Electronic Signature

Applicants must agree to the 

terms and digitally sign their 

application. 
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Confirmation Page

After signing and submitting, the Entrepreneur Leaders will see the following confirmation page. After 

all Entrepreneur Supplemental forms are submitted, the main applicant must still return to the main 

application section to complete the application.  
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Returning to the Main Application

After all of the Entrepreneur Team Members have submitted their supplemental sections, the primary 

point of contact must return to the main application through the NJEDA Application Center at 

https://programs.njeda.com/en-US/NJEDAPrograms/. 

Sign in.

Then locate and select the New Jersey Fellows AI 

Cohort program. 

https://programs.njeda.com/en-US/NJEDAPrograms/
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Selecting Your Application

Selecting the New Jersey Fellows AI Cohort program will 

return you to the main welcome page. 

Scroll to the bottom of this page where you will see the 

record of your main application. 

Then select the application hyperlink, which will return 

you to your application. 
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Returning to Your Main Application

After you click into your application, you 

will see a General application page. 

Select the Next button.  

This will take you back to the beginning of 

your main application. All of the 

information you previously entered will be 

saved. You may change any of this 

information, if necessary, or simply click 

though each step until you get to the 

Management Team Entrepreneur page. 
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Returning to the Management Team Entrepreneur Page

The Management Team 

Entrepreneur page should 

now show the Stakeholder 

Status for all of your 

Entrepreneur Team 

members as Submitted. 

This will now allow you to 

complete the application. 
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Potential Award Amount

If all of the Entrepreneur Team Members have submitted their supplemental sections, 

the Potential Award Amount will show how much of a grant your team is eligible for.   
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Application Fee Payment

The application fee is $250.00 

and must be paid by credit 

card. Select the credit card 

payment method. 

Then select the Go To 

Payment Page. 
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Application Fee Payment

Complete the requested 

credit card information.
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Application Fee Payment

After submitting your 

credit card payment, you 

will see your payment 

confirmation code – 

however your 

application is still 

incomplete. 

Make sure to select the 

Next button to advance 

the application.
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Electronic Signature 

Applicants must agree to the terms and digitally sign their application. 

Select the Submit Application button. Your application will not be 

considered until you hit Submit. 
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Submission Confirmation Page

After successful submission, you will 

see the confirmation page, which will 

list the Applicant’s application 

confirmation number.  

All future application communication 

will be sent to the email provided in 

the application.  

You may return to the Application 

Homepage, by clicking “Return to 

Homepage.”

xxxxx@xxxxx.xxx
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Next Steps

After your submission, the NJ Innovation Fellows team will review your application.

Additional information is needed if you are accepted into the program. This will be 

the fourth and final step of the application, which is called “Resubmission” and 

additional instructions will be provided at that time.

Additional communications will be sent by email, to the email address you 

included on the Primary Point of Contact page. Please be sure to check your spam 

folder and reach out to CustomerCare@njeda.com if you have any questions.

mailto:CustomerCare@njeda.com
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@NewJerseyEDA    njeda.gov     844.965.1125

www.njeda.gov/new-jersey-

innovation-fellows-program
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