MEMORANDUM

TO: Members of the Authority
FROM: Tim Sullivan, Chief Executive Officer
DATE: June 8§, 2022

SUBJECT:  Application Fee Waiver for Asset Activation Planning Grant Program, Food Security
Planning Grant Program, and Historic Property Survey Grant Program

Summary

The Members are asked to approve:

1. Delegated authority to the Chief Executive Officer to waive application fees for the Food Security
Planning Grant Program, Asset Activation Planning Grant Program and Historic Property Survey
Grant Program, respectively, for municipal government, municipal authority, or commission and
redevelopment agency located in municipalities with 2020 Municipal Revitalization Index (MRI)
scores in the top 10% of all municipalities statewide.

Background

The Asset Activation Planning Grant, Food Security Planning Grant, and the Historic Property Survey
Grant funding opportunities were approved by the Board of the New Jersey Economic Development
Authority (“Authority” or “EDA”) on March 9, 2022 and April 9, 2022 respectively, as part of Governor
Murphy’s campaign to build a stronger and fairer New Jersey and to facilitate recovery from the COVID-
19 pandemic with substantive investments in New Jersey’s people and communities.

The New Jersey Asset Activation Planning Grant Program is an up to $400,000 rolling grant program that
will award grants of up to $50,000 to public, private, or non-profit entities, for early-stage planning and
analysis that will demonstrate viability of projects that activate distressed or under-utilized public assets
in New Jersey.

The Food Security Planning Grant Program will competitively award grants ranging between $75,000 to
$125,000 to municipal governments, county governments, and/or redevelopment agencies to improve food
access and food security by leveraging distressed assets in New Jersey’s Food Desert Communities.

The Historic Property Survey Grant Program is a $400,000 pilot program that will provide grants up to
$125,000 for the preparation of Historic Property Surveys throughout the state that include within the
defined scope, properties located within a Government Restricted Municipality or that would be
considered distressed asset.
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Request

In line with Governor Phil Murphy’s commitments to investing in communities and investing in people,
Planning Grant programs seeks to assist communities in leveraging planning capacity to meet the
community’s goals. The Asset Activation Planning Grant Program was approved by the board at its March
2022 meeting. The program specifications included a requirement for an application fee of $1,000. The
Food Security Planning Grant Pilot Program and the Historic Property Survey Grant Program were
approved by the board at its April 2022 meeting. The program specifications for these two
programs included a requirement for an application fee of $1,000.

Pursuant to N.J.A.C. 19:30-6.7, the Authority may grant a fee waiver when the imposition of a fee would
impose an undue financial hardship. Pursuant to this authority, the board is requested to amend the
specifications of the three programs to include a fee waiver for any municipality, municipal authority or
commission, or redevelopment agency located in a municipality that is ranked in the top 10% of the
Municipal Revitalization Index of 2020. The Department of Community Affairs (DCA) MRI serves as the
State’s official measure and ranking of municipal distress. The MRI ranks New Jersey’s municipalities
according to eight separate indicators that measure diverse aspects of social, economic, physical, and fiscal
conditions in each locality. The MRI is used as a factor in distributing certain “need based” funds. For
future planning grant programs or programs similar in nature, an updated MRI score will be applied.

This fee waiver will enable New Jersey’s most financially distressed municipalities, municipal authority or
commissions, and redevelopment agencies located in those municipalities that is ranked in the top 10% of
the Municipal Revitalization Index of 2020; to access the Asset Activation Planning Grant Program, Food
Security Planning Grant Program as well as the Historic Property Survey Grant Program. It is also
consistent with the fee waiver granted by the board for applicants to the Brownfields Impact Fund, approved
in October 2021.

Delegated Authority:

Staff is requesting delegated authority to the Chief Executive Officer to waive application fees for the
Food Security Planning Grant Program, Asset Activation Planning Grant Program and Historic Property
Survey Grant Program, respectively, for municipal government, municipal authority, or commission and
redevelopment agency located in municipalities with 2020 Municipal Revitalization Index (MRI) scores
in the top 10% of all municipalities statewide.

Recommendation:
The Members are asked to approve:

1. Delegated authority to the Chief Executive Officer to waive application fees for the Food Security
Planning Grant Program, Asset Activation Planning Grant Program and Historic Property Survey
Grant Program, respectively, for municipal government, municipal authority, or commission and
redevelopment agency located in municipalities with 2020 Municipal Revitalization Index (MRI)
scores in the top 10% of all municipalities statewide.

Tim Sullivan, CEO

Prepared by: Rucha Gadre

Attachment A: MRI Index of 2020
Attachment B: MRI Score and Ranking of top 10% NJ Municipalities
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2020 Municipal Revitalization Index - Aiphabetical

Weighted at 0.25 sach

Weighted af 1 each Weighted at 0.25 each
Retained Now Now New New New Retained
County MRI Score ! I:'I:'.mt ':::Il Rank Index Valve |Rank Index  Value |Rank Index Value |Rank Index Value | Rank Index Value Rank  Index Value |Rank Index Value |Rank Index Valve | Rank Index  Value |Rank Index Value llr::-”AH
Aberdeen township Monmouth 277 19.7 389|510 1.08 6.5% | 422 057 3.8% | 372 056 25%|345 024 0.2 |427 067 3.6% 352 012 101,363 | 224 0.08 3.4% | 433 0.70 96.4% | 331 0.19 241 | 252 -023 124,133
Absecon city Atlantic -3.04 37.8 118|490 0.86 51% | 140 -032 86% |119 -045 9.0%| 53 -0.37 27 |202 -0.03 7.7% 135 -0.73 70,393 | 83 -0.80 4.6% | 110 -0.60 88.7% | 127 -0.44 3.13 | 115 -0.28 84,361
Alexandria township Hunterdon 3.73 16.7 439 | 142 -052 -3.6% | 187 -0.12 7.5% |S535 085 00%|326 022 0.2 |500 0.87 24% 450 0.77 124,931 | 398 0.59 27% | 356 048 951% | 340 022 238 | 350 -0.17 165488
y township Warren 3.27 18.1 415|532 136 83% | 445 063 36% | 501 083 0.8%|3%0 027 00 |415 065 3.7% 265 -0.24 88444 |317 037 3.0% | 500 0.83 97.8% | 275 0.04 258 | 302 -0.20 143,236
Allendale borough Bergen 6.03 9.5 544|470 063 3.7% |324 029 54% | 517 087 05%|2901 020 03 |540 1.01 1.6% 541 2.03 170,968 | 399 0.59 2.7% | 526 1.00 982% | 389 0.38 220 | 469 -0.02 265946
Allenhurst borough Monmouth 4.98 128 510 | 69 -0.85 -57% | 336 0.32 52% | 401 062 22%|390 027 0.0 |545 1.04 15% 387 0.26 106,406 | 547 1.10 2.0% | 499 0.92 97.8% | 557 1.73 0.67 | 550 1.88 1,571,863
Allentown borough Monmouth 3.76 16.6 440 | 171 -0.44 -3.1% | 536 1.02 15% | 497 082 08%|225 0.14 06 |504 0.88 24% 384 0.24 105938 | 507 0.88 2.3% | 460 078 96.9% | 162 -0.30 2.97 | 199 -0.25 110,651
|Alloway township Salem 0.24 27.6 249|230 -0.26 -2.0% | 72 -0.81 112% | 432 069 17%|138 -0.01 1.2 | 409 064 3.8% 278 -0.19 90,000 | 125 -0.44 4.1% | 204 -0.06 91.9% | 183 -0.23 288 | 123 -0.28 87,392
|Alpha borough Warren -1.45 32.8 173| 71 -0.83 -56% | 60 -1.00 122% | 271 027 44%| 71 -025 22 |283 026 6.0% 146 -0.68 72463 | 201 0.00 3.5% | 137 -0.39 89.9% | 106 -0.55 325 | 139 -0.27 94,024
|Alpine borough Bergen 4.21 15.2 466 | 267 -0.15 -1.2% | 311 025 56% | 519 087 0.5%|3%0 027 0.0 |227 006 7.2% 470 0.83 130,962 | 556 1.25 1.8% | 250 0.10 928% | 556 1.68 0.73 | 543 1.13 1,056,688
|Andover borough Sussex 0.35 27.2 253| 25 -1.19 -7.9% | 47 -1.12 128% | 434 070 16% |390 027 0.0 |430 068 3.6% 96 -0.89 64,653 | 201 0.00 35% |305 032 941% | 151 -0.36 3.03 | 240 -0.23 120,863
{Andover township Sussex 1.18 246 298| 36 -1.09 -7.2% | 345 034 51% |446 071 1.5%|390 027 00 |261 019 64% | 295 -0.12 92,838 |317 037 3.0% |25 015 931% | 93 -063 3.33 | 250 -0.23 122,820
|Asbury Park city Monmouth -9.80 58.9 23 | 104 -069 -47% | 76 -0.74 10.8% | 16 -2.53 22.3%| 56 -0.34 26 | 13 -3.11 258% 24 -1.35 47,841 51 -1.10 5.0% | 63 -1.15 854% | 499 082 1.70 | 245 -0.23 122,141 ;|
|Atlantic City city Atlantic -19.74 89.8 3 84 -076 -51% | 21 -1.74 161% | 6 -409 323%| 5 -218 103| 2 -503 37.1% 4 -1.87 29,232 15 -263 71% | 13 -3.12 737% | 112 -052 321 | 93 -0.30 75,994 d
|Atlantic Highlands borough  Monmouth 2,65 20.0 386 | 265 -0.15 -1.2% | 239 0.05 66% | 298 033 40%|198 011 0.7 |429 068 3.6% 342 0.08 100,048 | 369 0.51 2.8% | 478 0.84 97.3% | 452 057 199 | 431 -0.09 215902
Audubon borough Camden 1.59 233 320 | 204 -0.34 -2.5% | 319 0.28 54% | 229 010 55% 131 -0.03 1.3 |423 067 3.6% 251 -0.28 86,806 |369 0.51 2.8% | 491 0.89 976% | 85 -0.72 344 |117 -0.28 84,956
Audubon Park borough Camden -3.86 40.4 93 | 189 -0.38 -2.7% | 337 0.32 52% | 164 -0.18 7.2% | 390 027 0.0 | 143 -0.35 9.6% 32 -127 50,726 | 26 -1.83 6.0% | 310 0.33 94.2% 4 292 592 3 -0.38 20,963
Avalon borough Cape May 432 14.8 472| 9 -1.68 -11.0% | 104 -050 95% |535 095 0.0% ]3980 027 00 |322 037 54% 313 -0.04 95556 | 55 -1.02 49% |545 1.11 989% | 565 1.90 048 | 565 11.01 7,839,146
I Avon-by-the-Sea borough Monmouth 2.27 21.2 35| 31 -1.12 -74% | 149 -028 84% |487 0.80 1.0%|390 027 0.0 |[172 -0.14 8.4% 204 -012 92,813 | 350 0.44 29% | 488 0.88 97.5% | 541 1.43 1.01 | 533 050 620,293
|Bamegat Light borough Ocean 3.93 16.1 450 | 293 -0.03 -0.5% | 539 1.03 15% | 535 095 0.0%|39%0 027 00 402 062 3.9% 160 -0.64 73750 | 399 059 27% |515 096 98.0% | 553 157 0.86 | 552 2.19 1,783,106
Barnegat township Ocean -0.73 306 198 | 553 243 15.0% | 317 0.28 54% | 132 -035 83%) 97 -0.15 1.8 |18 -0.10 8.1% 157 065 73,498 | 136 -0.36 4.0% | 284 0.26 93.8% | 263 0.00 262 | 185 -0.25 108,044
Barrington borough Camden -0.34 294 218 | 85 -0.76 -51% | 383 0.44 46% | 157 -023 7.6% | 190 0.09 08 |280 025 6.1% 203 -050 78773 | 280 030 3.1% |273 023 936% | 33 -1.26 4.05 | 95 -029 77,595
Bass River township Burlington -5.72 46.2 54 | 208 -0.32 -23% | 107 -048 94% | 169 -0.13 6.9% | 197 0.11 07 | 34 -1.84 18.3% 196 -0.52 78,056 19 -212 6.4% | 69 -1.05 86.0% | 381 035 223 |246 -0.23 122,375
Bay Head borough Ocean 4.60 14.0 492 | 244 -022 -17% | 124 -039 89% |525 089 04% 390 027 00 |498 086 25% | 370 0.18 103571 | 369 0.51 2.8% | 543 1.09 98.8% | 555 1.61 0.81 | 551 214 1,747,956
Bayonne city Hudson -4.46 422 83 | 471 064 38% | 174 -017 7.8% | 50 -1.42 152%| 82 -020 20 | 62 -1.02 135% 89 -0.81 63947 | 149 -0.29 39% | 103 -061 886% | 190 -0.21 286 | 194 -0.25 109,489 1
Beach Haven borough Ocean 281 19.6 391|422 037 20% | 463 067 34% |466 075 1.3%|183 008 08 |256 017 65% | 331 000 97,083 | 105 -0.58 4.3% | 555 1.19 99.4% | 539 1.41 1.04 | 554 238 1,913,940
Beachwood borough Ocean -1.20 321 184|446 046 26% 358 036 50% | 99 -0.64 10.2%|251 0.17 04 |153 -0.28 92% | 209 -048 79,777 | 175 -0.14 37% | 197 -0.08 91.8% | 406 043 214 | 106 -029 81,779
Bedminster township Somerset 3.60 174 433|197 -0.36 -26% | 261 012 62% |467 075 1.3%|390 027 00 |254 016 6.6% | 424 054 116733 | 466 073 2.5% | 494 091 97.7% | 525 1.14 1.34 | 499 0.04 309,955
township Essex -3.06 379 117|418 035 19% | 131 -036 88% |130 -0.36 84%|195 010 0.7 | 113 -0.55 10.8% 134 -074 70311 | 149 -029 39% | 77 -082 868% | 53 -0.84 369 | 119 -0.28 86,058 1
Bellmawr borough Camden -4.92 437 73 | 225 -0.27 -2.0% | 164 -022 81% |124 -041 87%| 76 -023 21 | 48 -1.30 152% 65 -1.03 59646 | 149 -0.29 39% | 59 -1.20 851% | 43 -1.10 387 | 70 -0.31 68,001
Belmar borough Monmouth -0.39 295 214 | 110 -0.67 -45% | 158 -025 82% |217 007 57%|337 023 02 | 8 -075 11.9% 260 -026 87,639 |224 0.08 3.4% |255 014 93.1% | 533 1.26 1.20 | 503 007 327,704
Belvidere town Warren -4.94 437 72 | 86 -0.76 -51% | 56 -1.04 124% | 18 -2.47 21.9%| 187 0.09 0.8 | 148 -0.32 9.5% 63 -1.04 59250 | 175 -0.14 3.7% | 157 -0.26 90.7% | 45 -1.10 3.86 | 88 -0.30 74,608
Bergenfield borough Bergen 0.98 253 287 | 445 046 26% | 467 0.69 3.3% | 171 012 6.9%|376 026 0.1 |250 0.14 6.7% 318 -0.02 96,335 | 399 059 2.7% |207 -0.05 92.0% | 189 -0.21 287 |226 -0.24 116,787 1
Berkeley Heights township  Union 6.17 9.1 545|410 033 1.8% | 334 0.32 52% | 535 085 00%|320 022 02 |551 110 1.1% 549 236 183,056 | 466 0.73 25% | 383 055 955% | 392 0.38 219 | 467 -0.03 259,879
township Ocean -2.56 36.3 138|412 034 19% | 184 -014 76% | 196 -003 6.3%|215 013 06 | 192 -0.06 7.9% 45 -1.16 54942 | 55 -1.02 4.9% | 112 -0.57 889% | 456 059 1.96 | 288 -0.21 137,495
Berlin borough Camden 1.23 245 301|347 014 06% |527 095 1.9% |S535 085 0.0%| 43 -048 32 |437 070 35% | 328 000 97,003 |224 008 3.4% | 198 -0.08 91.8% | 109 -0.54 324 | 149 -026 97,278
Berlin township Camden -3.79 40.1 95 | 506 1.04 6.3% | 142 -032 86% |173 -0.12 6.8% | 118 -0.06 1.4 | 104 -0.62 11.2% 117 -0.81 67,654 | 136 -0.36 4.0% | 33 -1.75 81.8% | 78 -0.77 349 |220 -0.24 115687
Bernards township Somerset 5.01 127 515|425 037 20% |411 053 41% |465 075 1.3%|390 027 00 |417 066 37% | 522 151 151,871 | 436 0.66 2.6% | 464 079 97.0% | 466 0.64 1.90 | 468 -0.02 264,246
borough 5.49 1.2 526 | 272 -0.13 -1.1% | 461 0.66 34% | 535 095 0.0% 390 027 0.0 |448 072 33% 534 1.87 165,052 | 507 0.88 23% | 366 0.51 953% | 458 059 1.96 | 488 0.03 297,904
Bethlehem township Hunterdon 4.60 14.0 493 | 162 -0.47 -3.3% [ 330 031 53% |509 084 0.7% 390 027 00 |444 071 3.4% 472 094 131,369 | 466 073 2.5% | 557 1.20 99.4% | 238 -0.06 269 |312 -0.19 147,573
Beverly city Burlington -9.08 56.6 28 | 109 -0.67 -4.5% 6 272 212% | 22 -226 20.6%| 22 -0.97 52 | 44 -1.46 16.1% 33 -1.27 50,868 | 70 -0.88 47% | 75 -0.84 867% | 20 -1.44 425 | 20 -0.33 50,972
Blairstown township Warren 1.85 22,6 341|100 -0.71 -4.8% | 213 -0.01 6.9% |489 080 1.0%|390 027 00 |406 063 3.9% 383 024 105772 | 290 0.30 31% | 164 -022 90.9% | 351 0.26 233 | 262 -0.22 128212
Bloomfield township Essex -0.58 30.1 206 | 503 0.98 59% | 338 0.32 52% | 166 -0.14 7.0% | 173 0.06 0.9 | 210 -0.01 7.6% 195 -052 78,034 | 201 0.00 3.5% |202 -0.07 919% | 90 -0.64 335|158 -0.26 99,776 1
Bloomingdale borough Passaic 0.00 283 235|500 096 57% |478 0.71 3.2% | 170 -0.13 6.9% | 175 0.07 0.9 | 174 -0.14 8.4% 300 -0.10 93,603 | 162 -0.22 3.8% | 334 040 947% | 49 -098 373 | 175 -0.25 104,539
Bloomsbury borough Hunterdon -0.07 285 231|128 -0.58 -4.0% | 33 -1.39 142% | 384 058 24%|390 027 00 |173 -0.14 8.4% 264 -0.24 88214 | 224 0.08 34% | 211 -0.03 921% | 215 -0.13 277 | 222 -024 115930
Bogota borough Bergen 0.18 217 245431 038 2.1% | 408 053 4.1% |185 -0.08 6.6% |244 016 05 |310 035 55% 284 -016 91,232 |317 037 3.0% | 120 -0.48 89.4% | 110 -0.54 324 | 148 -0.27 96,953
Boonton town Morris 0.75 26.0 276 | 511 1.10 6.7% | 92 -057 9.9% |198 -0.02 6.3% | 322 022 02 |343 044 5.0% 253 -0.28 87,027 |290 0.30 3.1% | 233 0.04 925% | 217 -0.12 276 | 274 -0.21 134,002
Boonton township Morris 4.32 14.8 471|288 -0.05 -0.6% | 425 0.58 38% | 463 074 14% 313 022 02 |510 080 23% 490 1.15 138,750 | 224 0.08 3.4% | 525 1.00 982% | 427 0.49 207 | 440 -0.07 229,762
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