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MEMORANDUM

TO: Members of the Authority

FROM: Tim Sullivan, Chief Executive Officer

DATE: June 8, 2022

SUBJECT: Application Fee Waiver for Asset Activation Planning Grant Program, Food Security 
Planning Grant Program, and Historic Property Survey Grant Program

Summary

The Members are asked to approve:

1. Delegated authority to the Chief Executive Officer to waive application fees for the Food Security
Planning Grant Program, Asset Activation Planning Grant Program and Historic Property Survey
Grant Program, respectively, for municipal government, municipal authority, or commission and
redevelopment agency located in municipalities with 2020 Municipal Revitalization Index (MRI)
scores in the top 10% of all municipalities statewide.

Background

The Asset Activation Planning Grant, Food Security Planning Grant, and the Historic Property Survey 
Grant funding opportunities were approved by the Board of the New Jersey Economic Development 

or on March 9, 2022 and April 9, 2022 respectively, as part of Governor 
stronger and fairer New Jersey and to facilitate recovery from the COVID-

and communities.

The New Jersey Asset Activation Planning Grant Program is an up to $400,000 rolling grant program that 
will award grants of up to $50,000 to public, private, or non-profit entities, for early-stage planning and 
analysis that will demonstrate viability of projects that activate distressed or under-utilized public assets
in New Jersey.

The Food Security Planning Grant Program will competitively award grants ranging between $75,000 to 
$125,000 to municipal governments, county governments, and/or redevelopment agencies to improve food 

Food Desert Communities.

The Historic Property Survey Grant Program is a $400,000 pilot program that will provide grants up to 
$125,000 for the preparation of Historic Property Surveys throughout the state that include within the 
defined scope, properties located within a Government Restricted Municipality or that would be 
considered distressed asset.
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Request 

Planning Grant programs seeks to assist communities in leveraging planning capacity to meet the 
 goals. The Asset Activation Planning Grant Program was approved by the board at its March 

2022 meeting. The program specifications included a requirement for an application fee of $1,000. The 
Food Security Planning Grant Pilot Program and the Historic Property Survey Grant Program were 
approved by the board at its April 2022 meeting. The program specifications for these two 
programs included a requirement for an application fee of $1,000. 

Pursuant to N.J.A.C. 19:30-6.7, the Authority may grant a fee waiver when the imposition of a fee would 
impose an undue financial hardship. Pursuant to this authority, the board is requested to amend the 
specifications of the three programs to include a fee waiver for any municipality, municipal authority or 
commission, or redevelopment agency located in a municipality that is ranked in the top 10% of the 
Municipal Revitalization Index of 2020. The Department of Community Affairs (DCA) MRI serves as the 
Sta  official measure and ranking of municipal distress. The MRI ranks New  municipalities 
according to eight separate indicators that measure diverse aspects of social, economic, physical, and fiscal 
conditions in each locality. The MRI is used as a factor in distributing certain   funds. For 
future planning grant programs or programs similar in nature, an updated MRI score will be applied. 

 most financially distressed municipalities, municipal authority or 
commissions, and redevelopment agencies located in those municipalities that is ranked in the top 10% of 
the Municipal Revitalization Index of 2020; to access the Asset Activation Planning Grant Program, Food 
Security Planning Grant Program as well as the Historic Property Survey Grant Program. It is also 
consistent with the fee waiver granted by the board for applicants to the Brownfields Impact Fund, approved 
in October 2021. 

Delegated Authority: 

Staff is requesting delegated authority to the Chief Executive Officer to waive application fees for the 
Food Security Planning Grant Program, Asset Activation Planning Grant Program and Historic Property 
Survey Grant Program, respectively, for municipal government, municipal authority, or commission and 
redevelopment agency located in municipalities with 2020 Municipal Revitalization Index (MRI) scores 
in the top 10% of all municipalities statewide.   

Recommendation: 
The Members are asked to approve: 

1. Delegated authority to the Chief Executive Officer to waive application fees for the Food Security
Planning Grant Program, Asset Activation Planning Grant Program and Historic Property Survey
Grant Program, respectively, for municipal government, municipal authority, or commission and
redevelopment agency located in municipalities with 2020 Municipal Revitalization Index (MRI)
scores in the top 10% of all municipalities statewide.

_______________________________ 
Tim Sullivan, CEO 

Prepared by: Rucha Gadre 

Attachment A: MRI Index of 2020 
Attachment B: MRI Score and Ranking of top 10% NJ Municipalities 
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