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Government Restricted Municipalities (GRM) 

Strategic Planning Grant – Phase II

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Government Restricted Municipalities Planning Grant Program?

Using funding from the New Jersey Economic Recovery Act of 2020 (“Economic Recovery

Act”), the Government Restricted Municipality Planning Grants Program is a multi-phase program that provides grants to qualified applicants to maximize their growth potentials and implement new or stalled community-focused economic growth projects maximize their growth potentials and implement new or stalled community-focused economic growth projects.

Phase I provided funding to create long-term strategic action plans for New Jersey’s Government Restricted Municipalities (GRM). 

Phase II provides funding to address the technical gaps identified in the long-term strategic plans created during Phase I. 

What is the Government Restricted Municipality Strategic Planning Grant – Phase II?

The Government Restricted Municipality Planning Grant Program – Phase II provides implementation funding for technical planning gaps identified in the Phase I strategic action plan for Government Restricted Municipalities (Atlantic City, Paterson, Trenton). 

What is a Government Restricted Municipality (GRM)?

GRM is defined in Sections 55 and 69 of the Economic Recovery Act as a municipality in this State with a municipal revitalization index distress score of at least 75, that met the criteria for designation as an urban aid municipality in the 2019 State fiscal year, and that, on the effective date of P.L. 2020, c. 156 subject to financial restrictions imposed pursuant to the Municipal Stabilization and Recovery Act P.L.2016, c.4, (N.J.S.A. 52:27BBBB-1 et seq.), or is restricted in its ability to levy property taxes on property in that municipality as a result of the State of New Jersey owning or controlling property representing at least 25 percent of the total land area of the municipality or as a result of the federal government of the United States owning or controlling at least 50 acres of the total land area of the municipality, which is dedicated as a national natural landmark.

Who is eligible to apply for the Government Restricted Municipality Strategic Planning Grant – Phase II?  

Eligibility for Phase II will be limited to GRMs that have either developed strategic action plans or had such plans developed for them under Phase I. Phase II grants will be awarded to the GRMs of up to $250,000 per project. Each GRM may be awarded up to $750,000 for projects listed in the Phase I plan. Applicants may apply for any amount up to $750,000. Awards will be made only to plans that meet the requisite score of 50 out of 100.

The application asks for information about the Chief Executive Officer (CEO).  What should a municipality enter in those fields? 
A municipality should enter information pertaining to their mayor into the CEO fields on the application. 

The application asks for information about an Accountant.  What should a municipality enter in those fields? 

A municipality should enter information pertaining to their Chief Financial Officer (CFO) into the Accountant fields on the application. 

What is the prioritization plan?

The prioritization plan is the ranked list of projects and technical gaps identified during Phase I. The plan is developed by the GRM through a formal vetting process from highest to lowest based on municipal priorities. 

Can the GRM use Phase II funding to hire consultants to perform planning activities?

Yes.  

Applicants may hire or subcontract with outside experts, firms, public interest research groups, other government entities, and higher educational institutions and may consider any approach or combination of approaches to achieve the program goal of completing technical planning on catalytic projects described in the strategic action plan.
Are there any ineligible activities for this grant funding?
Yes.  The following activities are not eligible under this program:

· Construction hard cost 

· Demolition 
· Property

· Administration or supervision of the grant and/or associated project 
When will applications be available?

Applications will be available beginning Fall 2023.

How can an application be submitted?

Once the application period has begun, applications must be submitted through the online NJEDA application portal.  A checklist of the required application documents, and a link to the application portal is available on the program homepage: www.njeda.gov/grmpgp.
Is there an application fee?

No.  There are no application fees for submission.

Additional Questions

Additional questions, comments and inquiries can be directed to NJEDAGRM@njeda.com.
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