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New Jersey Food Security Planning Grant 

To advance the goals of the Food Desert Relief Act (FDRA), part of the Economic Recovery Act of 2020 that Governor Phil Murphy signed 
into law in 2021, the EDA will use up to $1,500,000 to launch the NJ Food Security Planning Grant (FSPG) program. This competitive 
planning grant program is focused on leveraging distressed assets in designated Food Desert Communities (FDCs) in New Jersey to 
improve food access and food security. Proposed planning projects may include, but are not limited to:

► Identification and development of a community-based initiative/program or resource that improves access to affordable, fresh, and 
healthy produce and other food items

► Determining cost-benefits of retrofitting, redeveloping or regreening the distressed asset as it relates to food access and food security
► Developing a plan to drive economic growth for the locality by implementing innovations around food access and food security 

solutions
► Creating greater social, economic, and environmental sustainability by identifying ways to grow, process and sell fresh produce
► Stakeholder engagement and facilitation to identify community desires and needs pertaining to food access and food security
► The identification of appropriate additional funding sources to support community led re-use of one or more properties to support 

food access and food security
► Feasibility study for a supermarket or food retailer

https://www.njeda.com/food-security-planning-grant/
https://www.njeda.com/new-jersey-food-desert-community-designation-methodology-final-2-9-22/


New Jersey Food Security Planning Grant 

Grant amounts will range from $75,000 and $125,000 and will be determined based on the FDC’s composite factor score where the 
distressed asset is located:

► Applicants with a distressed asset in an FDC with a Composite Food Desert Factor Score between 86.5 – 63.9 
- Eligible to receive an award of $125,000.

► Applicants with a distressed asset in an FDC with a Composite Food Desert Factor Score between 61.2 – 51.5 
- Eligible to receive an award of $100,000.

► Applicants with a distressed asset in an FDC with a Composite Food Desert Score between 51.2 -24.1 
- Eligible to receive an award of $75,000.

Prospective applicants may find the list of FDCs with Composite Food Desert Factor Scores here.

All questions must be answered. Attachments must be submitted as PDFs where indicated, and only respond to questions pertaining to 
that section of the application.

If you have any questions, please contact program administrators at FoodDesertRelief@njeda.com.

https://www.njeda.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/Food-Desert-Communities-Designation-Final-2-9-22.pdf
mailto:FoodDesertRelief@njeda.com


NJEDA Application Center Sign In Page
https://programs.njeda.com/en-US/

If this is the first time you are using 
this portal to apply for an NJEDA 
product, please click “Register” 
button on the top

If you have forgotten your password, simply click on the “Forgot your password?” button and follow the instructions.   
An email will be sent enabling you to reset.  Please note that your Username will be included in 
the email you receive, be sure to confirm that you are using the correct username when you sign in.

https://programs.njeda.com/en-US/


1. Enter your email, username (can be the same as your email) and password.
Passwords must contain characters from at least three of the following four classes: uppercase, lowercase, digit, and non-
alphanumeric (special).

2. Once information is filled in click “Register”

How to Register Your Email Address

PLEASE MAKE SURE TO WRITE-DOWN/ 
SAVE YOUR USERNAME AND PASSWORD



If after clicking on “Register” you receive the following pop-up, that indicates that your email address is already recognized in 
our system, and you need to request an Invitation Code. Begin by clicking on the blue “OK” button.

If Your Email is Recognized By the Application Portal



Redeeming An Invitation Code 
1. Click SEND INVITATION to email yourself an invitation code.

2. Check your email (including junk/spam) for an email from CRMNoReply. 
Click the link in that email.

3. The link from email should send you to this page on the portal. Make 
sure you are on the Redeem Information tab and Click REGISTER

4. Fill in the information requested and click REGISTER to complete 
the process. Remember this username and password – you will 
need it each time you access the application portal



1. Once you click Register, you must enter 

“Your Information”

2. First Name, Last Name and Phone 

Number is Required

3. Confirm your email address is correct 

(this will be the primary way the NJEDA 

contacts your business)

4. Once complete, click “Update”

Setting up your Profile

Setting Up Applicant Profile
(If Your Email is New and Not Recognized by the Portal)



Confirming Your Email
1. Once “Your Information” is complete, you will 

need to confirm your email.

2. Within the blue box, click on “Confirm Email”

3. An email will be sent to the email address 

listed. 

4. Go to your email and follow the instructions 

within the email.

5. You MUST confirm your email address

Confirming Email 

Once your email is confirmed please return to 
the portal to begin your application.



Trouble Logging Into the Portal?

If you are having any issues creating a username or password, 
redeeming an invitation code, or generally logging into the 
portal, please call our Customer Care line 609-858-6700 and a 
representative will assist you.



NJEDA Application Center Sign In Page
https://programs.njeda.com/en-US/

Click here to 
begin application

https://programs.njeda.com/en-US/


Start Application

Click CREATE button on 
the right side of the page to 
begin the application.

Read the introduction 
information before starting 
your application. 



Applicant Information

Eligibility under the program is limited to 
• New Jersey Municipal Government,
• County Governments, and
• Redevelopment Agencies

Entities other than the ones listed above 
will not be considered for this grant 
program



Applicant Information - Authorized Representative 

We will need information for the individual 
who is legally authorized to sign documents 
for the applicant company.

Only an individual legally authorized to sign 
documents for the applicant may fill out the 
Legal Questionnaire, Certification of 
Application and Electronic Signature at the 
end of the application 



Applicant Information (Continued)

Tax Clearance Certificate

The NJEDA will need to collect additional 
information from you regarding your tax clearance.
While this is not required at the time of application, 
we encourage all applicants to upload a copy at the 
time of application.

Government agencies (entities) will not be able to 
utilize Premier Business Services to obtain a tax 
clearance certificate.
Government entities will need to submit the paper 
application and no fee is required.
The completed application can be mailed to the 
address on the application or emailed to 
BusinessAssistanceTC.Taxation@treas.nj.gov for 
processing.

Click here to download the form.

mailto:BusinessAssistanceTC.Taxation@treas.nj.gov
https://www.state.nj.us/treasury/taxation/pdf/busasstTaxClear.pdf


Applicant Information (Continued)

Religious Affiliation Form
The NJEDA will need to collect additional 
information from you if your entity is involved in 
religious activities or is religiously affiliated. 

Click here to download the form.

https://njedatestsite.powerappsportals.us/en-US/FoodSecurityGrantCreate/%7E/religious-activity-questionnaire


Project Details 

Enter in the Project Title 

Click the ADD LOCATION button to 
identify the Project Site Address. 

Click the magnifying glass icon to 
look up the Food Desert Community 
where your project is located. 

The corresponding Composite Food 
Desert Factor Score will populate in 
this field 



Project Documentation 
1. Distressed Asset Details 

For all sections, please answer the questions in a separate word document, convert the word document to pdf document and then upload the pdf 
document by clicking Add Files



Project Documentation 
2. Plan Description/
Specifications/Statement of Work

► 2.1 Upload a narrative detailing how the subject 
property can help improve food access and food security 
in the FDC 

► 2.2: Upload documentation describing the intended use 
of the grant funding and the proposed plan. Plan must 
clearly communicate how the grant funding and the 
identified distressed asset will be used by the applicant 
to address food access and food security. 

► 2.3:Upload a detailed explanation as to how this 
proposed plan meets the needs of the local community 
as it relates to improved food access and food security. 

► 2.4 Please explain how the proposed plan will advance 
any existing state, regional and/or local food security 
initiatives.



Project Documentation 
3. Work Plan



Project Documentation 
4. Organizational Capacity 



Project Documentation 
5. Community Engagement 



Project Documentation 
6. Letters of Support 



Project Documentation 
6. Plan Budget and 20% Matching Contribution 



Ownership of Material and Event Participation 



Diversity, Equity & Inclusion 

The information provided in this 
section will be used for tracking 
purposes only. 



Legal Questionnaire

The Legal Questionnaire will need to be 
completed in order to proceed. 



Certification of Non-involvement in prohibited 
activities in Russia or Belarus pursuant to P.L. 2022, C.3

If you are not able to complete this certification of non-
involvement because you, your entity or one of its parents, 
subsidiaries, or affiliates may have engaged in prohibited 
activities in Russia or Belarus, you will need to provide the 
NJEDA with a detailed, accurate and precise description of 
the activities. Please email the NJEDA point of contact on 
your matter or certifications@njeda.com immediately to 
commence this process.

If you provide a detailed, accurate and precise description of 
the activities, you will be given 90 days to cease engaging in 
any prohibited activities and will be required to provide a 
completed certification of non-involvement on or before the 
90th day. If you do not provide a completed certification of 
noninvolvement on or before the 90th day, the NJEDA shall 
not approve you for an economic development subsidy from 
the NJEDA.

It is highly recommended that you do not submit this 
application for financial assistance until you can complete 
this certification.

mailto:certifications@njeda.com


Certification of Application 

All information presented in the 
application must be certified as 
being true and accurate.  

Applicants that submit willfully 
false information are subject to 
criminal prosecution.



Fee Acknowledgement

Government Entities representing a municipality listed in the top 10% of the 2020 
Municipal Revitalization Index (MRI) may request a hardship fee waiver.

https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nj.gov%2Fdca%2Fhome%2F2020_MRI_Scores_and_Rankings.xlsx&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK


Payment Method(s)

IF MAIL CHECK IF CREDIT CARD

This will take you out of the 
application to the payment 
processing page. Once the fee is 
submitted you will be sent back to 
finish the application. 

If you do not qualify for the 
Hardship Waiver you will be 
prompted to pay the 
application fee 



Electronic Signature 

After the fee is submitted 
you will be sent to finish the 
last page of the application, 
the Electronic Signature 
page. 

Please be advised NJEDA 
must confirm receipt of 
application fee before any 
review of application begins. 

Click SUBMIT to submit your application



Confirmation Page 
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