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TWO GRANT COMPONENTS
Eligible companies may only apply for ONE of the following: 

For Applicants in the areas of 
Advanced Manufacturing, 

Advanced Transportation and 
Logistics, Film and Digital Media, 
Life Sciences – Other, Non-Retail 
Food and Beverage, Professional 

and Financial Services, and 
Technology

$75K GRANTS

For Applicants developing life 
sciences – therapeutic drug 

development

$150K GRANTS

The goal of the Catalyst Seed R&D Grant Program is to help New Jersey-based early-stage 
innovation-based companies accelerate development of technologies to transform new 

discoveries from research stage into commercially viable products and services.

PROGRAM SUMMARY



Grant Funding – $75K

Purpose:
To help awardees: 
• Increase intensity of new research in sector areas 

including Advanced Manufacturing, Advanced 
Transportation and Logistics, Film and Digital 
Media, Life Sciences – Other, Non-Retail Food and 
Beverage, Professional and Financial Services, and 
Technology



Grant Funding – $75K
Eligibility Criteria 

Authorized and in good standing to conduct business in New 
Jersey as evidenced by a current New Jersey tax clearance 
certificate (listing: NJ Commission on Science, Innovation and 
Technology on the document)

Have a minimum of one (1) full-time equivalent employee with at 
least one employee working 50% of their time on the project 
being proposed

50% or more of the work of its employees and contractors 
conducted in NJ (calculated on an FTE basis – 35 hrs. per week)

Note: Eligibility criteria should be maintained at time of the 
application and during the entire evaluation period.  



Grant Funding – $75K
Eligibility Criteria

50% or more of employees/contractors live or pay withholding 
taxes in NJ

Company has less than two million dollars ($2,000,000) in prior 
third-party funding over its lifetime (excluding government 
grants)

Company has less than five hundred thousand dollars 
($500,000) in previous calendar year sales revenue

Note: Eligibility criteria should be maintained at time of the 
application and during the entire evaluation period.  



Grant Funding – $75K
Required Documents

Completed online application1

Demonstration evidence that proof of concept has been 
achieved for the project

2

Summary of most recent Internal Payroll (Q4 2020 or Q1 
2021)

3

4

Employee Information: NJ WR-30 (W2 employees) or 1099 
(contractors), Shareholder Agreement or K-1, or offer letters   



Grant Funding – $75K
Required Documents

NJ Tax Clearance Certificate – listing CSIT

5 Most recent Company tax filing: Federal 941, NJ-CBT-100 , 
Form-1065 or Form -1040, etc.

6

Completed CSIT Legal Debarment Questionnaire

7

Signed Application Certification8

Minority/Woman Owned Business NJ Certification (if 
applicable) 

9



Grant Funding – $150K

Purpose:
To enable Applicants in the life sciences -
therapeutic drug development sector to 
commercialize outcomes  and have significant 
impacts of new research as a result of funding



Grant Funding – $150K
Eligibility Criteria 

Authorized and in good standing to conduct business in New 
Jersey as evidenced by a current New Jersey tax clearance 
certificate (listing: NJ Commission on Science, Innovation and 
Technology on the document)

Have a minimum of one (1) full-time equivalent employee with at 
least one employee working 50% of their time on the project 
being proposed

50% or more of the work of its employees and contractors 
conducted in NJ (calculated on an FTE basis – 35 hrs. per week)

Note: Eligibility criteria should be maintained at time of the 
application and during the entire evaluation period.  



Grant Funding – $150K
Eligibility Criteria

50% or more of employees/contractors live or pay withholding 
taxes in NJ

Company has less than two million dollars ($2,000,000) in prior 
third-party funding over its lifetime (excluding government 
grants)

Company has less than five hundred thousand dollars 
($500,000) in previous calendar year sales revenue

Note: Eligibility criteria should be maintained at time of the 
application and during the entire evaluation period.  



Grant Funding – $150K
Required Documents

Completed online application1

Demonstration evidence that proof of concept has been 
achieved for the project

2

Summary of most recent Internal Payroll (Q4 2020 or Q1 
2021)

3

4

Employee Information: NJ WR-30 (W2 employees) or 1099 
(contractors), Shareholder Agreement or K-1, or offer letters   



Grant Funding – $150K
Required Documents

NJ Tax Clearance Certificate – listing CSIT

5 Most recent Company tax filing: Federal 941, NJ-CBT-100 , 
Form-1065 or Form -1040, etc.

6

Completed CSIT Legal Debarment Questionnaire

7

Signed Application Certification8

Minority/Woman Owned Business NJ Certification (if 
applicable) 

9



Evaluation Process 

Application Completeness Review – Review of all 
“Required Documents”.1

External review - Subject Matter Experts (SMEs) review and 
provide input in the evaluation of the technical and business 
merit of the proposals.2

The Evaluation Committee may contact and engage 
Applicants for clarifying comments

3

4

The Evaluation Committee, consisting of CSIT and NJEDA staff, 
will score each application.

5
Program Committee will review all scored applications 
and make recommendations to the CSIT Board. The 
CSIT Board will make final decision on grant winners



Scoring Criteria – 70 points minimum to be eligible for an 
award

•    Innovation (up to 30 points)
•    Market Opportunity (up to 10 points)
•    Implementation Plan (up to 20 points)
•    Go-to-Market strategy (up to 10 points)
•    Economic Impact (up to 10 points)
•    Team (up to 20 points)



Bonus Points – only awarded to applicants that meet the 
minimum score of 70 points. 

•    Technology from NJ university-as evidenced by an 
executed License agreement (15 points)

•    Minority-owned company (10 points)
•    Women-owned company (10 points)
•    Primary place of Business or R&D space located 

within an eligible opportunity zone eligible census 
tract in New Jersey.  See 
https://nj.gov/governor/njopportunityzones/ (5 
points)



Other Terms and 
Conditions

COMMITMENT TO NJ
Grant awardees will agree to 
maintain 50% of research, 
development, manufacturing 
and commercialization work 
in NJ for a period of three (3) 
years from the effective date 
of the Grant Agreement. (Failure 

to comply will result in full re-payment 

of grant within sixty (60) days of 

relocation or as conditions state in the 

Grant Agreement)

REPORTING
All grant awardees must 
commit to report 
economic impact data to 
CSIT upon the completion 
of program for a period of 
five (5) years as will be 
outlined in the Grant 
Agreement and 
submitting an Economic 
Impact Questionnaire 
provided by CSIT.

CSIT EVENTS
All grant awardees 
must commit to 
participate in future 
CSIT alumni activities 
such as, serving as a 
panel member or 
conducting interviews 
about Program 
experience.



Sister Agency Checks 

CSIT conducts Sister Agency checks on ALL Applicant 
Companies through the Department of Environmental 
Protection (DEP) and the Department of Labor (DOL).



Important Information

Online Application Portal will be open from December 6, 2021 through 
January 31, 2022 at 5pm EST
Apply Here: https://application.njeda.com/CSIT 

Please Call if you have and Questions: 
Mahako Etta (609)  690 – 1558 or Judith Sheft (609) 462 – 0560

Online Application

All communication with applicants will be via email from 
csit@njeda.com

Applicants are encouraged to include this email in their safe email 
addresses to avoid the email going to a Junk box

CSIT Communication

mailto:csit@njeda.com


Electronic Signature Option
Online application enables applicants to provide an electronic Applicant 
Certification by uploading a signed PDF
However, if an applicant prefers not to  an electronic Application Certification, 
the applicant may:

1. Mail a hard copy of the signed Application Certification post marked by the 
application deadline to CSIT at:

Commission on Science, Innovation and Technology
Attn: Judith Sheft (Executive Director)
P.O. Box 990
36 W State Street 
Trenton, NJ  08625

And

2. Email CSIT with the subject line: “MAILED Application Certification Catalyst 
Seed R&D” indicating that the certification document has been mailed.



Important Information (con’t) 

Applications will be reviewed for completeness by CSIT staff 
on a rolling basis.  Applicants with missing documentation will 
receive an email notification from CSIT to re-submit any 
missing or incomplete required documentation within ten (10) 
business days of notice (extension date). 

Applicants should submit missing documentation to 
csit@njeda.com within the resubmission timeframe with the 
email subject line “Catalyst Seed R&D Program_Missing
Documentation Submission_Company Name”.

Missing Documentation



Important Information (con't)

If after an email notification for missing documents from 
csit@njeda.com is received by applicants and the requested 
documents are NOT submitted by the extension date, CSIT 
will consider the application as incomplete. The application 
will not be scored and will be rejected. 

Failure to Provide Missing Documentation



Important Information (con't)

Applicants are encouraged to obtain copies of NJ 
documentation early in the process of completing their 
application since some State systems have experienced longer 
than usual processing times due to COVID 

COVID Processing Delays

If an applicant has attempted to obtain the missing NJ state 
documents and has not received them by the extension date 
the applicant may provide correspondence or receipts that 
demonstrate the attempt to obtain the missing documents to 
enable the application to be deemed complete for scoring 
purposes only. The missing documentation MUST be 
submitted before any recommendation of an award will be 
made to that applicant.



TimelineDECEMBER

6 APPLICATION OPENS

DECEMBER

7 INFORMATIONAL WEBINAR

JANUARY

31

REMINDER:

Applicants with missing documents are given 10 days to re-submit 
following CSIT notification. After this, any applications that do not 
include ALL of the documents specified or that contain documents that 
have not been fully completed, will be considered incomplete and will 
not be evaluated.

APPLICATION CLOSES AT 5:00PM



Accessing the Online Application 
https://www.njeda.com/csit/

Direct Link
https://application.njeda.com/CSIT

https://www.njeda.com/csit/
https://application.njeda.com/CSIT


Welcome Page



Online Application
Create a New Account



Online Application
Create a New Account



Online Application
Start a New Application



Online Application
Company Welcome & Eligibility



Online Application
Company Information



Online Application
NAICS Code 



Online Application
Company Information



Online Application
Company Information



Online Application
Company Information



Online Application
Company Information



Online Application
Company Information



Online Application
Primary Contact Information



Online Application
Project Description 



Online Application
Project Description 



Online Application
Project Description 



Online Application
Project Description 



Online Application
Milestone and Budget



Online Application
Milestone Document 

Company Name: 

Project Start Date (Seed 

Grant Phase): 

Project End Date (Seed 

Grant Phase): 

Timeline Milestone (brief description of what you anticipate will be accomplished) Scope

Year 2

Year 3

Year 4

Year 5

To be accomplished after Seed Grant Phase 

To be accomplished during Seed Grant Phase 

Year 1: Q1

Year 1: Q2

Year 1: Q3

Year 1: Q4



Budget 
Document 

Project End Date: 

A. PERSONNEL

Name Role Effort (hours) Unit Cost Total Cost Budget Summary 

$0

$0

$0

$0

$0

$0

$0

$0

Total Personnel $0

B. EQUIPMENT

Item # Units Unit Cost Total Cost

$0

$0

$0

Total Equipment $0

C. MATERIAL AND SUPPLIES

Item # Units Unit Cost Total Cost

$0

$0

$0

$0

$0

Total Supplies $0

D. EXTERNAL SERVICES

Institution / Service Provider Type Total Cost

$0

F. MARKETING & LEGAL 

Description Total Cost

$0

GRAND TOTAL (A + B + C + D + E + F) $0

SIGNATURES

Name and Title Date

Company Name: 

Project Start Date: 



Online Application
Go-To-Market- Strategy



Online Application
Economic and Environmental Impact



Online Application
Economic and Environmental Impact



Online Application
Acknowledgement of Virtual Presentation



Online Application
Legal Questionnaire



Online Application
Legal Questionnaire



Online Application
Required Attachments



Online Application
Required Attachments



Online Application
Required Attachments



Online Application
Submit Application



Helpful Tips …

1. Read the Notice of Funding.
2. Get an early start.
3. Provide complete answers in 

technical proposal
4. Get State documents if needed – tax 

Clearance, minority or women-
owned business certificate (MWBE).

5. Email any questions, csit@njeda.com
6. Check for missing documentation 

follow up email.



Thanks for joining!

https://application.njeda.com/CSIT
APPLY HERE:

csit@njeda.com
QUESTIONS? EMAIL:

https://application.njeda.com/CSIT

